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Foundational Theme - How to Serve the Lord with All Our Heart
Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:

And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, 

and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.

Deuteronomy 6:4-5
Secondary Theme (Supportive and Structural) - We are Predestined to Reflect the Image of Christ as We Walk in the Wisdom of God (Mind)
There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; 

and that man was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil.

Job 1:1
Imperative Theme - The Fear of the Lord is the Beginning of Wisdom: Job Serves as a Testimony of Man's Need of Redemption Through the Lord Jesus Christ Through His Fear of the Lord and Devotion to Wisdom
Neither is there any daysman betwixt us, 

that might lay his hand upon us both.

Job 9:33
For I know that my redeemer liveth, 

and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth:

Job 19:25 

INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF JOB
Study Notes on the Holy Scriptures supports the view of the verbal, plenary inspiration of the biblical text of the Holy Scriptures, meaning that every word originally written down by the authors in the sixty-six books of the Holy Canon were God-breathed when recorded by men, and that the Scriptures are therefore inerrant and infallible. Any view less than this contradicts the testimony of the Holy Scriptures themselves. For this reason, the Holy Scriptures contain both divine attributes and human attributes. While textual criticism engages with the variant readings of the biblical text, acknowledging its human attributes, faith in His Word acknowledges its divine attributes. These views demand the adherence of mankind to the supreme authority of the Holy Scriptures above all else. The Holy Scriptures can only be properly interpreted by the guidance of the Holy Spirit, an aspect of biblical scholarship that is denied by liberal views, causing much misunderstanding and misinterpretation of the Holy Scriptures.

The Message of the Book of Job - The book of Job testifies to the fact that Prayer of Manasseh , in his best display of righteousness, is yet in need of a Redeemer, as was Job. There was no other man in ancient history that walked upright before God as Job walked before Him. However, in the midst of his trial, his cry to justify himself before God only brought a divine dialogue in which God justified no man; rather He revealed to Job his weakness and frailty among His creation. As a result, Job acknowledges his own need of redemption. The book of Job also shows us that any man in any time in history or in any place on earth, under any circumstances, can know, seek, and find God Himself.

Perhaps the most often question regarding the book of Job is why he suffered, being a righteous man. In other words, what was the purpose of this experience in the life of Job? We find a clue in the only New Testament reference to Job , where the epistle of James says, "Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job , and have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy." ( James 5:11) The New Testament tells us to look at the last chapter of the book, at Job's ability to endure, and the Lord's ability to restore. He served as an example to his generation of God's ability to restore a person under any circumstance, who had undergone any situation that life could bring his way. God allowed Job to be tested so that Job could declare to his generation and the generations following of God's power to restore, to heal, and to prosper His children.

We find a similar example in the life of Abraham. The father of our faith became a living testimony of how to walk by faith. He showed us how to walk out this life of faith in God's Word with no other evidence than the spoken Word of God. Sometimes in today's world God chooses to raise up a person who can serve as a testimony of faith. In order to be this type of witness, God must take this person through a trial of faith. It was thirty-nine years from the time Abraham obeyed God and moved into the Promised Land until the time he offered up Isaac upon the altar. It took Abraham forty years to get to the place where God could test His faith at a level that would serve as a testimony for mankind. Abraham demonstrated on Mount Moriah what it looked like to obey God, what it looked like while against hope a man believes in hope, what it looks like to be not weak in the faith, what it looks like to considered not his own body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sarah's womb: what it looks like to stagger not at the promise of God through unbelief; but to be strong in faith, giving glory to God; what it looks like to be fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform. Thus, Abraham became our example, "Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him." ( Romans 4:23) With Job , we want to ask the question, "Was the tragedy that happened to Job of God or of the devil?" Job did not ask this question. Rather, he said, "The LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD." ( Job 1:21) As with Abraham, he gave glory to God. Job was called out by God to serve as a testimony to his generation as well as the following generations that every human being, even at his best, stands in need of redemption before a mighty God, and the only way to accept mankind was through an intercessor, of which Jesus Christ will become our great intercessor, as Job qualified to intercede for his friends through his sufferings because of his righteousness.

Introductory Material- The introduction to the book of Job will deal with its historical setting, literary style, and theological framework. 1] These three aspects of introductory material will serve as an important foundation for understanding God's message to us today from this divinely inspired book of the Holy Scriptures. 

1] Someone may associate these three categories with Hermann Gunkel's well-known three-fold approach to form criticism when categorizing the genre found within the book of Psalm: (1) "a common setting in life," (2) "thoughts and mood," (3) "literary forms." In addition, the Word Biblical Commentary uses "Form/Structure/Setting" preceding each commentary section. Although such similarities were not intentional, but rather coincidental, the author was aware of them and found encouragement from them when assigning the three-fold scheme of historical setting, literary style, and theological framework to his introductory material. See Hermann Gunkel, The Psalm: A Form-Critical Introduction, trans. Thomas M. Horner, in Biblical Series, vol 19, ed. John Reumann (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: Fortress Press, 1967), 10; see also Word Biblical Commentary, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard, and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas, Texas: Word Incorporated, 1989-2007).

HISTORICAL SETTING
"We dare not divorce our study from understanding the historical setting of every passage of Scripture 

if we are going to come to grips with the truth and message of the Bible." 

(J. Hampton Keathley) 2]

2] J. Hampton Keathley, III, "Introduction and Historical Setting for Elijah," (Bible.org) [on-line]; accessed 23May 2012; available from http://bible.org/seriespage/introduction-and-historical-setting-elijah; Internet.

Each book of the Holy Scriptures is cloaked within a unique historical setting. An examination of this setting is useful in the interpretation of the book because it provides the context of the passage of Scripture under examination. The section on the historical setting of the book of Job will provide a discussion on its title, historical background, authorship, date and place of writing, recipients, and occasion. This discussion supports the Jewish tradition that Moses was the author of the book of Job.

I. The Title
II. Historical Background
A. The Historicity of the Book of Job - The fact that a man named Job actually existed and the time in history when he was tried by God has remained a debate since the time of the ancient Jewish rabbis. Just such a debate on these two issues is recorded in the Babylonian Talmud (Babylonian Talmud, Tract Baba Bathra (Last Gate), 1.Mishna 5). 3]

3] Michael L. Rodkinson, New Edition of the Babylonian Talmud, vol 13 (New York: New Talmud Publishing Company, 1902), 46-54.

Regarding Job's trial of affliction, we find a reference to Job in the New Testament Apocrypha book entitled The Vision of Paul. In this ancient document, Job tells Paul the apostle that he was tormented with his illness for a period of thirty years before the Lord healed him.

"When, therefore, he had ceased talking to me, I saw another coming from a distance, very beautiful of countenance, and smiling, and his angels saying hymns: and I said to the angel who was with me: Has then each of the just an angel for companion? And he said to me: Each one of the saints has his own (angel) assisting him, and saying a hymn, and the one does not depart from the other. And I said: Who is this, Sir? And he said: This is Job. And approaching, he saluted me and said: Brother Paul, thou hast great praise with God and men. And I am Job , who laboured much for a Period of thirty years from a plague in the blood; and verily in the beginning, the wounds which went forth from my body were like grains of wheat. But on the third day, they became as the foot of an ass; worms moreover which fell four digits in length: and on the third (day) the devil appeared and said to me: Say something against God and die. I said to him: If such be the will of God that I should remain under a plague all the time of my life till I die, I shall not cease from blessing the Lord, and I shall receive more reward. For I know that the labours of that world are nothing to the refreshment which is afterwards: for which cause blessed art thou, Paul, and blessed the nation which believed through thee." (The Vision of Paul 49) 4]

4] The Vision of Paul, trans. Andrew Rutherfurd, in The Ante-Nicene Fathers, vol 9, ed. Allan Menzies (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, c 1898, 1906), 165.

III. Authorship
A. Internal Evidence- Job was perhaps in his thirties to fifties when this event took place based on the statements that he makes in several verses. The reference to the gray head would be a person in their seventies ( Job 15:10). A person in their youth would be below twenty. The Lord was working in Job's life at an early age ( Job 29:4; Job 30:1; Job 32:6-9).

Job 15:10, "With us are both the grayheaded and very aged men, much elder than thy father."

Job 29:4, "As I was in the days of my youth, when the secret of God was upon my tabernacle;"

Job 30:1, "But now they that are younger than I have me in derision, whose fathers I would have disdained to have set with the dogs of my flock."

Job 32:6-9, "And Elihu the son of Barachel the Buzite answered and said, I am young, and ye are very old; wherefore I was afraid, and durst not shew you mine opinion. I said, Days should speak, and multitude of years should teach wisdom. But there is a spirit in man: and the inspiration of the Almighty giveth them understanding. Great men are not always wise: neither do the aged understand judgment."

B. External Evidence- If we look outside of biblical literature for clues to authorship and into other ancient Jewish literature from which much Jewish tradition is found, the Babylonian Talmud says that Moses wrote his own book as well as the book of Job.

"And who wrote all the books? Moses wrote his book and a portion of Bil'am , xxii.], and Job. Jehoshua wrote his book and the last eight verses of the Pentateuch beginning: "And Moses, the servant of the Lord, died." Samuel wrote his book, Judges , and Ruth. David wrote Psalm , with the assistance of ten elders, viz.: Adam the First, Malachi Zedek, Abraham, Moses, Hyman, Jeduthun, Asaph, and the three sons of Korach. Jeremiah wrote his book, Kings, and Lamentations. King Hezekiah and his company wrote Isaiah ,, Proverbs ,, Song of Solomon , and Ecclesiastes. The men of the great assembly wrote Ezekiel , the Twelve Prophets, Daniel , and the Book of Esther. Ezra wrote his book, and Chronicles the order of all generations down to himself. [This may be a support to Rabh's theory, as to which, R. Jehudah said in his name, that Ezra had not ascended from Babylon to Palestine until he wrote his genealogy.] And who finished Ezra's book? Nehemiah ben Chachalyah." (Babylonian Talmud, Tract Baba Bathra (Last Gate), 1.Mishna 5) 5]

5] Michael L. Rodkinson, New Edition of the Babylonian Talmud, vol 13 (New York: New Talmud Publishing Company, 1902), 45.

IV. Date
The date of the writing of this book is not known. However, an evaluation of internal evidence can lead to some possible conclusions.

A. Internal Evidence- From a study of the genealogies of three characters in the book of Job , we see that they are descendents of Abraham and his brother Nahor. It is for this reason that many scholars speculate that Job himself was a relative of the family of Terah.

Eliphaz, the Temanite, was a descendent of Esau. Teman was in the land of Edom.

Genesis 36:10-11, "These are the names of Esau"s sons; Eliphaz the son of Adah the wife of Esau, Reuel the son of Bashemath the wife of Esau. And the sons of Eliphaz were Teman, Omar, Zepho, and Gatam, and Kenaz."

1 Chronicles 1:35-36, "The sons of Esau; Eliphaz, Reuel, and Jeush, and Jaalam, and Korah. The sons of Eliphaz; Teman, and Omar, Zephi, and Gatam, Kenaz, and Timna, and Amalek."

Jeremiah 49:7, "Concerning Edom, thus saith the LORD of hosts; Is wisdom no more in Teman? is counsel perished from the prudent? is their wisdom vanished?"

Obadiah 1:9, "And thy mighty men, O Teman, shall be dismayed, to the end that every one of the mount of Esau may be cut off by slaughter."

Bildad, the Shuhite, was a descendent of Abraham through his second wife, Keturah. 

Genesis 25:1-2, "Then again Abraham took a wife, and her name was Keturah. And she bare him Zimran, and Jokshan, and Medan, and Midian, and Ishbak, and Shuah."

1 Chronicles 1:32, "Now the sons of Keturah, Abraham"s concubine: she bare Zimran, and Jokshan, and Medan, and Midian, and Ishbak, and Shuah. And the sons of Jokshan; Sheba, and Dedan."

Elihu the son of Barachel the Buzite, of the kindred of Ram, was a descendent of Nahor, the brother of Abraham.

Genesis 22:20-21, "And it came to pass after these things, that it was told Abraham, saying, Behold, Milcah, she hath also born children unto thy brother Nahor; Huz his firstborn, and Buz his brother, and Kemuel the father of Aram,"

Job is considered to have lived during the time of the patriarchs, since he lived to be one hundred forty (140) years old. 

Job 42:16, "After this lived Job an hundred and forty years, and saw his sons, and his sons" sons, even four generations."

Job is placed in the category of Hebrew poetry, along with Psalm ,, Proverbs ,, Ecclesiastes , and Song of Solomon. Since all of the other Hebrew poetry was written during Israel"s golden age, by David and Song of Solomon , it may be speculated that Job was also compiled during this period of Hebrew history. One passage in Job that sounds like a verse in the book of Proverbs ( Job 28:28), which suggests it was written when Hebrew poetry was well developed.

Job 28:28, "And unto man he said, Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding."

Job is also mentioned by the prophet Ezekiel. Therefore, we know that this book must have certainly been written before the time of Ezekiel.

B. External Evidence- We can conclude by comparing other ancient Jewish literature written during the early period of Israel's history that the literary style of the book of Job is the same. For example, in The Book of Jubilees (; 48:1-11; 48:15-19) an evil demon named Mastema spoke often to God regarding the travail of mankind. It is this spirit that comes before God to provoke Him to tempt Abraham by offering his son Isaac upon the altar. This same demon reappears in the book during the time of Moses to tempt him. The demon was later bound so that he could not accuse the children of Israel before God and then set loose to stir up the Egyptians against them. Thus, it is logical to conclude that the book of Job was most likely written by a Jewish author of similar antiquity.

V. Recipients
VI. Occasion
LITERARY STYLE (GENRE)
"Perhaps the most important issue in interpretation is the issue of genre. 

If we misunderstand the genre of a text, the rest of our analysis will be askew."

(Thomas Schreiner) 6]

6] Thomas R. Schreiner, Interpreting the Pauline Epistles, second edition (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, c 1990, 2011), 11.

Within the historical setting of the nation of Israel, the author of the book of Job chose to write using the literary style of the ancient wisdom literature. Thus, the book of Job is assigned to the literary genre called "wisdom literature." Also included in this list are the books of Proverbs and Ecclesiastes , with certain psalms (notably Psalm 19; Psalm 37; Psalm 104; Psalm 107; Psalm 147; Psalm 148) as well as some non-canonical Apocrypha literature, such as Ecclesiasticus (Wisdom of Solomon). 

A. Its Literary Style as Hebrew Poetry - The book of Job is an epic story that has been framed within Hebrew poetry.

B. The Names of God in the Book of Job - The names and descriptions of God that are used in a book of the Holy Bible can indicate the theme of that book. This is the case with the book of Job.

1. God- "el" ( אֵל) (H 410) - 55 times

2. The Almighty - "Shadday" ( שַׁדַּי) (H 7706) - 31times

3. My Maker ( Job 36:3) - 1time

4. God is mighty…mighty in strength and wisdom ( Job 36:5) - 1time

5. God is Great ( Job 36:26) - 1time

6. Him which is perfect in knowledge ( Job 36:4; Job 37:16) - 2times

7. (He is) excellent in power, and in judgment, and in plenty of justice ( Job 37:23) - 1time

THEOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK
"Scholarly excellence requires a proper theological framework." 

(Andreas Ksenberger) 7]

7] Andreas J. Ksenberger, Excellence: The Character of God and the Pursuit of Scholarly Virtue (Wheaton, Illinois: Crossway, 2011), 161.

Based upon the historical setting and literary style of the book of Job , an examination of the purpose, thematic scheme, and literary structure to this book of the Holy Scriptures will reveal its theological framework. This introductory section will sum up its theological framework in the form of an outline, which is then used to identify smaller units or pericopes within the book of Job for preaching and teaching passages of Scripture while following the overriding message of the book. Following this outline allows the minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to take his followers on a spiritual journey that brings them to the same destination that the author intended his readers to reach.

VII. Purpose
The purpose of recording this event in the life of Job is to serve as a testimony of how faithful and certain God's divine principles are in bringing us to victory in the midst of the greatest of tragedies. Job's life serves as a testimony of God's faithfulness to bless those who walk upright.

VIII. Thematic Scheme
The underlying theme of the Old Testament Scriptures is the office and ministry of God the Father as He works out His divine plan of redemption for mankind through His divine foreknowledge and sovereign intervention in the affairs of man. The underlying theme of the books of poetry in the Old Testament is how to trust in the Lord with all of our hearts. (In contrast, the historical books teach us how to trust in the Lord with all of our strength, and the prophet books teach us how to trust in the Lord with all of our mind.) No three men suffered greater than the authors of the poetic books of Job , Psalm and Lamentations; for we see in the lives of Job , David, who wrote much of the book of Psalm , and Jeremiah , who wrote Lamentations , a testimony of how to trust in God in the midst of hardships. Their hardships were not occasioned by sin in their lives, but because God needed vessels in which to work out His divine plan of redemption for mankind. When He finds a vessel who will suffer for Him, then the testimony of His Son Jesus Christ His Son can be declared to all of mankind.

A. Primary Theme: How to Serve the Lord with All of our Heart - The common underlying theme of the Hebrew poetry of the Scriptures is "How to Worship the Lord with all our Heart." Poetry is primarily written to express the mood of man's heart. When we read these books in the Old Testament, we are emotionally moved as we identify with the poet or psalmist. Although there are many poetic passages in the Scriptures, for the purposes of identifying thematic schemes, this division of the Old Testament includes Job ,, Psalm ,, Proverbs ,, Ecclesiastes ,, Song of Solomon , and Lamentations , although scholars group this biblical genre differently. The first book of Hebrew poetry we encounter as we read through the Old Testament is the book of Job , which opens with an account of this man worshipping God at an altar of sacrifice ( Job 1:5). The Psalm of David show us how to worship the Lord during all seasons of life while the book of Job and Lamentations teaches us how to worship during the times of the greatest tragedies in life. As we journey through this life, we will have times of ecstasy when we are caught up in worship and we will have times of trials when we cry out to God for deliverance. However, most of our days are given to simple routines and decisions that determine our future well-being. We must then look to the book of Proverbs ,, Ecclesiastes , and Songs for a pattern of how to worship the Lord with our hearts during such uneventful days.

The writings of Solomon provide three phases of man's spiritual journey in learning to love God with all his heart, while Job ,, Lamentations , and Psalm provide real life illustrations of people who have experienced these aspects of a devout life of faith in God. Although all three writings of Solomon emphasize man's relationship with God, it is important to note that each one places emphasis upon a different aspect of man's make-up. Scholars have proposed themes for the writings of Solomon since the time of the early Church fathers. Origen (A.D 185-254) recognized a three-fold aspect to the books Solomon by saying Proverbs focused on morals and ethics, Ecclesiastes focused on the natural aspect of man's existence, and the Song of Songs focused on the divine, spiritual realm of man. He says:

"First, let us examine why it Isaiah , since the churches of God acknowledge three books written by Song of Solomon , that of them the book of Proverbs is put first, the one called Ecclesiastes second, and the book of Song of Songs has third place….We can give them the terms moral, natural and contemplative…The moral discipline is defined as the one by which as honorable manner of life is equipped and habits conducive to virtue are prepared. The natural discipline is defined as the consideration of each individual thing, according to which nothing in life happens contrary to nature, but each individual thing is assigned those uses for which it has been brought forth by the Creator. The contemplative discipline is defined as that by which we transcend visible things and contemplate something of divine and heavenly things and gaze at them with the mind alone, since they transcend corporeal appearance…" (PG 13, Colossians 74a-b) 8]

8] J. Robert Wright, ed, Proverbs ,, Ecclesiastes ,, Song of Solomon , in Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture: Old Testament IX, ed. Thomas C. Oden (Downer Grover, Ill: InterVarsity Press, 2005), 278-288; Rowan A. Greer, trans, Origen: An Exhortation to Martyrdom, Prayer and Selected Writings (New York: Paulist Rowan A, 1979), 231-232, 234.

Theodoret of Cyrrhus (A.D 393-466) makes a similar three-fold evaluation of the writings of Song of Solomon , saying:

"It is also necessary to say by way of introduction that three works belong to Solomon: Proverbs , Ecclesiastes and the Song of Songs. Proverbs offers those interested moral benefits, while Ecclesiastes comments on the nature of visible realities and thoroughly explains the futility of the present life so that we may learn its transitory character, despise passing realities and long for the future as something lasting. The Song of Songs…brings out the mystical intercourse between the bride and the bridegroom, the result being that the whole of Solomon's work constitutes a king of ladder with three steps - moral, physical and mystical. That is to say, the person approaching a religious way of life must first purify the mind with good behavior, then strive to discern the futility of impermanent things and the transitory character of what seems pleasant, and then finally take wings and long for the bridegroom, who promises eternal goods. Hence this book is placed third, so the person treading this path comes to perfection." (Preface to Commentary on Song of Songs) (PG 81, cols 46d-47a) 9]

9] J. Robert Wright, ed, Proverbs ,, Ecclesiastes ,, Song of Solomon , in Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture: Old Testament IX, ed. Thomas C. Oden (Downer Grover, Ill: InterVarsity Press, 2005), 288; Pauline Allen, et al, eds, Early Christian Studies (Strathfield, Australia: St. Paul's Publications, 2001), 232.

John Calvin (1509-1564) refers to the theme of the book of Psalm and the writings of Solomon in his argument to the epistle of James , saying:

"The writings of Solomon differ much from those of David, both as to matter and style. Solomon directs his view, chiefly, to form the external Prayer of Manasseh , and to deliver to us the precepts of political life: David constantly chooses the spiritual worship of God, peace of conscience, or the gracious promise of salvation, for his theme." (Argument to the Epistle of James) 10]

10] John Calvin, Calvin's Commentary on the Epistle of James: Newly Translated from the Original Latin (Aberdeen: J. Chalmers and Co, 1797), iii.

Although all three writings of Solomon emphasize man's relationship with God, it is important to note that each one places emphasis upon a different aspect of man's make-up. (1) Proverbs and Job - The secondary theme of the book of Proverbs teaches us to make wise decisions in our life by pursuing God's wisdom. It is structured in a way that teaches us how to take our mental journey through this life. We begin this spiritual journey by responding to wisdom's call to learn of God's ways as the book of Proverbs reveals. It is by the fear of the Lord that we embark upon this initial phase of learning to love the Lord by understanding and following the path of divine wisdom. The story of Job serves as an excellent illustration of a man that feared God and walked in wisdom with his fellow men, and thus serves as an excellent illustration of the teachings of Proverbs. (2) Ecclesiastes and Lamentations - As we walk in Wisdom of Solomon , we soon perceive that God has a divine plan for our lives in the midst of the vanities of life, as taught in the book of Ecclesiastes. It is at this phase of our spiritual journey that we offer our bodies in obedience to God purpose and plan for our lives as we continue to fear the Lord, which is the secondary theme of Ecclesiastes. The writer of Lamentations teaches us about the results of fearing God and keeping His commandments, and thus serves as an excellent illustration of Ecclesiastes. (3) Song of Solomon and Psalm - We then come to the phase of our spiritual journey where we learn to enter into God's presence and partake of His intimacy, which is the secondary theme of Songs. The Song of Songs tells us about the intimacy and love that man can have in his relationship with God. It is structured in a way that teaches us how to take our spiritual journey through this life. The Song of Solomon teaches us to move from a level of fearing the Lord into the mature walk of loving God with all of our hearts. The Psalm of David teach us about a man that learned to love the Lord with all of his heart, and thus serves as an excellent illustration of the Songs of Solomon. Summary- Therefore, Proverbs emphasizes our minds, while Ecclesiastes emphasizes our strength, while the Song of Songs reveals to us how to worship the Lord with oneness of heart. In these three books, Solomon deals with the three-fold nature of man: his spirit, his mind and his body. These writings inspire us to commune with God in our hearts. 

As a review, the foundational theme of Proverbs ,, Ecclesiastes , and Song of Solomon is how to serve the Lord with all our hearts. The secondary theme of this three-fold series of writings is what gives these books their structure:

1. Proverbs - Wisdom Calls Mankind to Understand His Ways (Mind)

2. Ecclesiastes - God Gives Mankind a Purpose in Life When We Serve Him (Body)

3. Song of Solomon - God Calls Mankind to Walk With Him in the Cool of the Day (Heart)

The third theme of this three-fold series of writings reveals the results of applying the book's message to our daily lives:

1. Proverbs - The Fear of the Lord is the Beginning of Wisdom. The virtuous woman is a reflection of a person walking in wisdom and the fear of God.

2. Ecclesiastes - Fear God and Keep His Commandments. The man who keeps God's commandments has a purpose and destiny in Christ.

3. Song of Solomon - Loving God is Mature as We Abide in Christ and Labour in His Vineyard. The man who abides in Christ and produces fruit that remains.

Combining these three themes to see how they flow together in each of Solomon's writings, we see that Proverbs teaches us to serve the Lord with all of our mind as the fear of the Lord moves us to wise choices above foolishness. The outcome of this journey is the development of a person who is strong in character, symbolized by the virtuous woman. This is illustrated in the story of Job. In Ecclesiastes the believer serves the Lord with all of his strength by obeying God's commandments because of his fear of the Lord. The outcome of this journey is the development of a person who walks in his purpose and destiny, rather than in the vanities of this world. This is illustrated in the book of Lamentations. The Song of Solomon reveals the most mature level of serving the Lord with all of one's heart. This person yields to God's love being poured into him by learning to abide in constant holy communion with the Lord. The outcome of this journey is the development of a person who overflows in the fruits and gifts of the Spirit. This is illustrated in the book of Psalm.

The themes of the books of the Holy Bible can be often found in the opening verses, and we now can easily see these three themes in opening passages of the writings of Solomon. Proverb's opening verses emphasize the need to make sound decisions through Wisdom of Solomon , instruction and understanding. 

Proverbs 1:2, "To know wisdom and instruction; to perceive the words of understanding;"

Ecclesiastes' opening verses emphasizes the vanity of human labour when one does not serve the Lord. 

Ecclesiastes 1:3, "What profit hath a man of all his labour which he taketh under the sun?"

Song of Songs emphasizes the intimacy of love that proceeds from man's heart.

Song of Solomon 1:2, "Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth: for thy love is better than wine."

Thus, it is easy to see why King Solomon would follow such a three-fold structure in his writings. Since Deuteronomy 6:4-5 was one of the more popular passages of Scripture for the children of Israel, it would make sense that Song of Solomon , in his quest for the meaning of life, would follow this three-fold approach in his analyze of what it meant to worship God. Although the book of Proverbs places emphasis upon serving the Lord by making wise decisions, a careful study of the book of Proverbs will reveal that this three-fold emphasis upon the spirit, soul and body is woven throughout the book.

In addition, the book of Job gives us an extension of the theme of Proverbs , as both of these books serve as wisdom literature, teaching us through poetry to serve the Lord with all our mind. The book of Lamentations gives us an extension of the theme of Ecclesiastes , as both of these books serve as poetic explanations for the vanities of life, teaching us through poetry to serve the Lord with all our strength. The book of Psalm gives an extension of the theme of Song of Solomon , as both of these books serve as poetry to edify the heart, teaching us through poetry to serve the Lord with all our heart. Finally, the redemptive message of the poetical books reveals that even when a man like Job walks in Wisdom of Solomon , he finds himself in need of a redeemer. Lamentations reveals a nation who has a divine destiny and purpose, yet the children of Israel find themselves in need of a redeemer. The psalms of David reveal that even when man is at his best intimacy with God, like David, he still finds himself in need of a redeemer. 


Figure 6 - Thematic Scheme of the Books of Poetry

B. Secondary Theme (Structural) - We are Predestined to Reflect the Image of Christ as We Walk in the Wisdom of God (Mind) - The secondary theme gives the book its structure, or outline. God initiates man's spiritual journey by calling him through wisdom to understand his ways, and divine wisdom comes to every man from various aspects of life. Every man is given a choice as to whether he will decide to follow the Lord or not. This emphasis upon God calling mankind is seen in the first nine chapters of the book of Proverbs , in which wisdom calls man to forsake foolishness and follow God's ways of wisdom. Through wisdom God appeals to our minds to understand His ways. 

How do we worship and serve the Lord with all of our mind? Proverbs tells us that we do this by seeking divine wisdom in every decision that we make. This is the secondary theme found in the book of Proverbs. The book of Job serves as an example of how to serve the Lord with all our mind. The book of Proverbs emphasizes man's mental decisions to understand God's wisdom and follow it, which is illustrated in the book of Job.

C. Third Theme (Imperative) - The Fear of the Lord is the Beginning of Wisdom: Job Serves as a Testimony of Man's Need of Redemption Through the Lord Jesus Christ Through His Fear of the Lord and Devotion to Wisdom - The third theme of the book of Job reveals that despite Job walking in the fear of the Lord and devoted to wise decisions, he found himself in need of a redeemer. The most obvious question that we must ask from the book of Job is why such a man had to suffer. Why did God allow Satan to have such access to this righteous man? The answer is that Job stood as a type and figure of the Lord Jesus Christ for his generation, and for the generations to follow who heard his amazing story. Job became a witness for the need of the coming of a deliverer and intercessor ( Job 9:33). He was a witness to the future resurrection and eternal life of God's children ( Job 19:25-27). He was a "redeemer" in the sense he prayed for his three friends for God to forgive them. His prosperity served as a witness to God's full redemption for mankind in blessing a man spiritually, mentally, physically and financially. Also, Job's willingness to endure this great trial of affliction resulted in a revelation of the divine character of God in Job 38-41never before made known to mankind before. 

Job 9:33, "Neither is there any daysman betwixt us, that might lay his hand upon us both."

Job 19:25-27, "For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God: Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not another; though my reins be consumed within me."

When God allowed Satan to tempt Job , He knew that His servant would not sin. He knew Job's heart, and He knew Job would pass the test by holding fast his integrity ( 1 Corinthians 10:13). God later showed Job his way of escape, by having him pray for his brothers who were about to be afflicted by God because of their sins. Job was in the midst of affliction and knew what it was like. He had the compassion on his friends that they did not deserve, because they had mocked Job as a sinner. In this sense, Job served as a type and figure of Christ. Jesus had no sin, yet He partook of flesh and blood, and partook of our affliction so that He could be a faithful High Priest, who could understand and sympathize with our afflictions and failures ( Hebrews 4:15).

1 Corinthians 10:13, "There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it."

Hebrews 4:15, "For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin."

If one looks at the events that take place within the book of Job , it is easy to see the redemptive work of the Lord Jesus Christ symbolically played out. For example:

1. Just as Job was the richest man of the east before his trial ( Job 1:3), so was Jesus Christ the most exalted in the presence of His Father before being born of Mary. 

2. As Job was "perfect and upright," so was Jesus in His heavenly office before the Father ( Job 1:1). 

Job 1:1, "There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil."

3. Both Jesus and Job were tested and struck down by Satan as a part of the Father's divine plan ( Job 1:12). 

Job 1:12, "And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy power; only upon himself put not forth thine hand. So Satan went forth from the presence of the LORD."

4. As Job's three kinsmen unjustly accused him of sin throughout the book, so did the Jews, Jesus' kinsmen, unjustly condemn their Savior. 

5. Job and the Lord Jesus Christ suffered more and were blessed more than any other biblical figures in the Scriptures.

6. As Jesus found no mediator on the Cross when He cried, "My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken Me," so did Job find no intercessor in his cry ( Job 9:33). 

Job 9:33, "Neither is there any daysman betwixt us, that might lay his hand upon us both." 

Job did not have an intercessor as we do today. We now have Jesus to intercede for us. We see in this book man's inability to intercede and plead for himself before Almighty God, and our need for an intercessor. In John 5:39, Job also testifies of Jesus, and our need for an intercessor.

John 5:39, "Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me."

7. Both Jesus and Job knew of the resurrection of their bodies.

Job 19:25-26, "For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God:"

Psalm 16:9-10, "Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: my flesh also shall rest in hope. For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption."

8. In their time of greatest need, both Jesus and Job were exalted by acts of intercession as they became mediators for others in the midst of their suffering, Job praying for his three friends, and Jesus praying for the thief on the cross ( Job 42:10 and Luke 23:39-43) as well as becoming our Great Intercessor.

Job 42:8-10, "Therefore take unto you now seven bullocks and seven rams, and go to my servant Job , and offer up for yourselves a burnt offering; and my servant Job shall pray for you: for him will I accept: lest I deal with you after your folly, in that ye have not spoken of me the thing which is right, like my servant Job. So Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite went, and did according as the LORD commanded them: the LORD also accepted Job. And the LORD turned the captivity of Job , when he prayed for his friends: also the LORD gave Job twice as much as he had before."

Luke 23:43, "And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise."

Romans 8:34, "Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us."

Hebrews 7:25, "Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them."

9. Job was a messenger to his generation that a Redeemer is coming, who will deliver us from our sins, and resurrect us in the last day.

Job 19:25-26, "For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God:"

Just as King David stood as a type and figure of the coming Messiah, who would defeat Satan and become King, and as King Solomon was a type and figure of Jesus in His Resurrection power as King of Kings over all the earth, God used Job as a type and figure of Jesus Christ's role as our Great High Priest, who ever lives to intercede in our behalf.

Did not Job believe God heard his prayers in the midst of his prosperity? How much more should God hear him in the midst of his suffering? In a mighty display of nature's energy, a whirlwind approaches Job , and a divine voice begins to come forth and speak to Job ( Job 38-41). God now reveals His true character to Job because his friends had misrepresented Him. He reveals Himself as the omnipotent Creator of the universe, who daily watches over each aspect of His creatures with love and concern through His omniscience and omnipresence. More specifically, God reveals that He alone is just and Job and all of mankind are in need of redemption through faith in God. In man's fallen condition since the Garden of Eden, all of creation has been made subject to vanity and endures suffering. God will now lead Job into an act of intercession for his friends in order to receive his own deliverance as a testimony that man will have to redeem himself. Yet, what man is qualified to redeem mankind? Job will understand that it must be a Prayer of Manasseh , a man who was righteous before God, a man who must suffer, a man who must be an intercessor, that will redeem mankind. The fullness of this revelation will come at the appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ, when God Himself becomes a man to redeem His people, and with it, all of creation. 

God uses people today as a testimony of God's redemption. One of the most amazing examples is seen in the life and ministry of Pastor Robert Nichols of Calvary Cathedral International, Fort Worth, Texas. In the 1990's his daughter fell into a serious coma, which has lingered into its second decade. In 2000 a tornado destroyed the historic downtown church building. Despite these events, and other challenges, Pastor Nichols continued to stay faithful to his calling and church ministries, not abandoning the revivals, bible school, Christian school academy, 24-hour prayer ministry, or missionary work. In the settling of the insurance claim, the property was sold and the church relocated on a prime piece of real estate that was twice the size in acreage and in floor space. The Lord had restored to him "double for his trouble", as he now says. Through this modern-day testimony, many others have a clear understanding of God's plan of redemption for prospering His people in this life, as well as in eternity. 

Patient Endurance Through Trials While Maintaining a Heart of Integrity Brings God's Mercies of Redemption Upon Us- The third theme of the book of Job involves the response of the recipient to God's divine calling revealed in its primary and secondary themes. As believers we are to live a crucified life daily through obedience to the divine calling given in this book, which is to endure hardships through faith in Christ Jesus, our Redeemer. 

A possible theme of the book of Job is "Patient Endurance Through Trials Brings God's Mercies Upon Us," or "Faith in God Triumphs over Suffering." This book serves as a testimony of our eternal hope in God. One question raised in this book Isaiah , "Why does Job suffer?" However, a broader question that is raised in this book is to ask why the righteous suffer. Now, it is easy to explain the sufferings of unrighteous men; for they are simply reaping what they have sown. We can find a reason for the suffering of good people, for surely they have done enough wrong to justify some measure of suffering. However, when we see a perfect man like Job suffering, we have to ask a more mature question, and inquire into the heavenlies in order to understand the way our sovereign Maker, who watches over us, deals with men. But in order to find such an answer, we must have an encounter with God. This is what takes place in the end; God reveals Himself to Job in a way that even the most perfect and upright man that lived on earth finds no justification before a righteous God; rather, he too, must declare himself sinful and in need of redemption as all other men. This is the final testimony that Job brings to his friends, as he comes to realize that we all stand in need of a "daysman," a redeemer, in order to stand before a righteous God. Such a testimony, which is Job's answer to his suffering, becomes a universal testimony that must apply to all men, rather than an explanation for suffering that fits a particular person and situation, as is the case with the unrighteous with their suffering. Job's testimony serves as a divine principle rather than an earthly evaluation, and his words hold divine authority over our ways on earth. 

The book of Job opens by placing emphasis upon the fact that this man is perfect and upright. But his three friends set out to ask the earthly question of why Job is suffering. Eliphaz sees Job's suffering as a result of his sins. Job defends his character, but does not have an answer as to why this is happening to him.

Job did not reap these calamities due to sin in his life, which was the accusation of Job"s three friends; because the Scripture tells us the Job was perfect and upright ( Job 2:3).

Job 2:3, "And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job , that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright Prayer of Manasseh , one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? and still he holdeth fast his integrity, although thou movedst me against him, to destroy him without cause."

Amidst the inaccurate accusations of his three friends, the Scriptures tell us that Job held fast to his integrity.

Job 27:5-6, "God forbid that I should justify you: till I die I will not remove mine integrity from me. My righteousness I hold fast, and will not let it go: my heart shall not reproach me so long as I live."

God"s trust in Job was revealed when God vindicated him (upheld by evidence). God trusted Job during his sufferings. Faith triumphed over his sufferings.

John 2:24-25, "But Jesus did not commit himself unto them, because he knew all men, And needed not that any should testify of man: for he knew what was in man."

There is one mention of Job in the New Testament. It is found in James 5:11.

James 5:11, "Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job , and have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy."

This is because the theme of the book of James can also be found in the book of Job. According to James 5:11, there are two things that God wants us to see in this story of Job:

1. Job's patience, endurance and ability to endure hardness. Job never cursed God despite his trials.

2. God"s mercy towards Job at the end, restoring and healing Job. God did not have to intervene. God, in His sovereignty, could rightfully allow Satan to work in Job's life. God mercifully restored Job. God interceded and restored Job only after Job first interceded for his friends.

According to the book of James , counting it all joy does not mean that we have to laugh and be excited about the distressful situations in life. Rather, God considers a Christian in the midst of trials to be joyful when they are patiently enduring the storm, while they allow the peace of God calm their inner souls. We are given Job in this epistle as an example of someone who learned to count it all joy in the midst of trials. It is this peace that produces a joy that is unexplainable. But the only way to walk in peace and joy in the midst of the storm is by drawing near to God ( James 4:8). It is in this place of rest and trusting in God to carry us through that we can find true peace and joy. It is in God's presence that the Holy Spirit will come and fill our hearts with joy, which the Scriptures call "joy unspeakable and full of glory." ( 1 Peter 1:8)

The manifestation of this inner peace in the midst of a storm is called "endurance" in this epistle. James 5:11 says, "Behold, we count them happy which endure." The theme of the book of James is not that you have to laugh during your trials of affliction, although there may be times to do so. But "counting it all joy" means that we allow the peace of God that passes all understanding to guard our hearts from overwhelming sorrow and despair ( Philippians 4:7).

Philippians 4:7, "And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus."

God wants to bring us into a place of resting in Him, where we keep our peace while the storms rage. Song of Solomon , James is not referring to the outward joy that the world expresses during afflictions when it says, "Let us eat, drink and be merry, for tomorrow we die!" ( Isaiah 22:13) Rather, is it an inner peace and strength that abides within our hearts that God is leading us into. Thus, "counting it all joy" is a decision that one takes in faith, believing that God will carry him through. We may be afraid or distressed at the beginning, but this decision will bring us into God's presence to see an Almighty God who is in control of our lives. This is the way that God revealed Himself to Job when this man of righteousness drew near to Him.

After Job's trial began in the first two chapters, he spends much of his time justifying his own innocence against such an affliction. Job did not believe that he deserved such a trial, but his revelation of God in the final chapters ( Job 38-41) helped him to refocus onto heavenly things and to look beyond his suffering. With the revelation of God's overwhelming creative power and foreknowledge of all things, Job was able to look beyond his own circumstances and his situation from a divine perspective. Job began to see that his situation was only a piece of a much greater picture of events that were in the hands of an all-knowing and Almighty God who cared about the details of His creation. With this in mind, he stopped asking for a mediator to justify himself and was able to become a mediator for his friends, thus receiving deliverance for himself. Job began to exercise acts of righteousness and love as he once had before his tragedy. While he was complaining before God, he was not sowing seeds of righteousness that would lead to his own deliverance. But the moment that Job prayed for his friends is the moment that his situation began to turn around. 

Job 42:10, "And the LORD turned the captivity of Job , when he prayed for his friends: also the LORD gave Job twice as much as he had before."

His deliverance happened because Job stopped focusing on himself and his circumstances and moved back into the realm of sowing in righteousness, which he had walked in before the tragedy. The blessings began to flow when he got back on the path of walking in the divine virtues. But why was praying for his friends so significant in the Job's deliverance? The reason is because Job's greatest need at that time in his life was for an intercessor to stand between him and God in order to declare Job's righteousness. Job had cried out for such an intercessor and found none ( Job 9:33). Therefore, this was the first act of love that Job realized that he could do.

Job 9:33, "Neither is there any daysman betwixt us, that might lay his hand upon us both." 

Because Job sowed in the area of the greatest need in his life, he was able to reap the same reward, being justified and restored by God. 

It is interesting to note that the book of Job opens with a declaration of Job's prosperity and a description of his acts of worship by offering sacrifices to the Lord. This book ends with Job's friends offering a sacrifice to God that Job interceded for and a declaration of his regained prosperity. It can be pointed out within this context that Satan robbed Job of the ability to make such sacrifices, but God made provision for Job by providing this sacrifice through his three friends. The number seven used in the sacrifices that the Lord provided for Job to use through his friends represents a divine provision. This is symbolic of the divine provision that God will one day give to us by sending His Son as the sacrifice for our sins. Thus, Job was able to renew his acts of sacrifice and prayer which then turned his captivity onto a course of deliverance and restoration.

Before his encounter with God, he could have never understood how his tragedy and deliverance would one day become recorded in the eternal Word of God and used as a testimony and source of hope for millions of lives throughout history. After his divine encounter with God, he was able to see that God's hand was upon his life, regardless of the situation. He began to understand that the responsibility of coming through this tragedy victoriously rested upon his shoulders and not God's. The Lord knew Job's heart and spiritual insight into the divine principles of sowing and reaping a harvest of blessings. Thus, the Lord knew that in the midst of his trial, Job would exercise such acts of righteousness and reap a harvest of victory.

As long as Job focused upon his own needs, he gained no victory, even though his needs were real and very destruction. Job had to focus upon the needs of others and to sow into their lives in order to come through victoriously. God believed in Job enough to know he would come through.

IX. Literary Structure
Here is a proposed theme for the book of Job.

Prologue ( Acts 1 : God the Father's Predestination and Calling) ( Job 1:1 to Job 2:13) - Job 1:1 to Job 2:13 serves as a prologue to the book of Job , providing the setting for the speeches that are to follow. This opening story describes Job's prosperity and righteous standing before God. Satan comes before God's throne and challenges God's standard of righteousness upon the man Job. God allows Satan to take everything away from Job , his possessions and his children, but requires that Satan spare his life. Still, Job exhibits God's standard of righteousness. 

In the prologue to the book of Job ( Job 1:1 to Job 2:13), God reveals His predestined divine plan and purpose for mankind ( Job 1:1-5), which is prosperity for those who walk upright before Him; and God calls Job to demonstrate righteousness and prosperity to his generation ( Job 1:6 to Job 2:13). Regarding God's predestination, Job's godly character and prosperity serves as a testimony of mankind's divine predestination upon earth, which reflects God's original divine commission in the Garden of Eden ( Genesis 1:26-28), which is to be fruitful, multiply, and take dominion upon the earth. Regarding man's divine calling, after prospering Job , God then called this man to demonstrate to his generation the fact that Job's prosperity was a result of divine blessings, rather than from Job's own abilities. Thus, it was necessary for God to remove Job's prosperity entire, and restore it two-fold as a sign to his generation that Job's prosperity came from God because of his right standing before God. Job's suffering and restoration of blessings was intended to establish righteousness in the heart of the men of his generation so that He could prosper them as well. Unfortunately, it was necessary for Job to suffer in order to serve as a testimony to his generation.

God reveals His divine destiny and calling to establish righteousness, or full redemption, for mankind through the testimony of Job's prosperity in every area of his life. However, the method that full, eternal redemption is obtained for mankind will be through suffering, and God called His Son Jesus Christ to suffer loss by divesting Himself of His heavenly prosperity, and taking on the seed of Prayer of Manasseh , born of a virgin, and suffer on the Cross ( Philippians 2:5-8), to be resurrected and seated at God's right hand, and enjoying a greater prosperity by bringing many sons of men to glory ( Philippians 2:9-11, Hebrews 2:10). Thus, Job serves as a type and figure of Christ's redemption for mankind. For this reason, the issue of suffering is immediately presented to the reader in this opening passage of Scripture ( Job 1:6 to Job 2:13). Job is called by God to go through a season of intense suffering beyond what any righteous man has endured in the past. However, he will be redeemed by God in the closing scene and be used to redeem his three friends. Thus, we see Job as a type and figure of Christ, who endured suffering so that He might redeem his generation. As we serve the Lord in this way we become like Christ in that we are used as divine instruments to bring about redemption for our generation.

Dialogues with Job Regarding His Justification ( Acts 2 : Justification) ( Job 3:1 to Job 42:9) - Job 32:1 to Job 37:24 Job 3:1 to Job 42:9, which makes up the major portion of this book, consists of dialogues between Job and others regarding his justification. Dialogue Between and His Three Friends (Scene 1) ( Job 32:1 to Job 37:24) - Job 32:1 to Job 37:24 contains the first set of dialogues, in which Job's three friends engage in three rounds of accusations against Job , with him offering three defenses of his righteousness. Thus, Job and his friends are able to confirm each of their views with three speeches, since the Scriptures tell us that a matter is confirmed in the mouth of two or three witnesses ( 2 Corinthians 13:1). The underlying theme of this lengthy dialogue is man's attempt to explain how a person is justified before God. Job will express his intense grief ( Job 3:1-26), in which his three friends will answer by finding fault with Job. He will eventually respond to this condemnation in a declaration of faith that God Himself will provide a redeemer, who shall stand on earth in the latter days ( Job 19:25-27). This is generally understood as a reference to the coming of Jesus Christ to redeem mankind from their sins.

Job's declaration of his redeemer in Job 19:23-29, which would be recorded for ever, certainly moved the heart of God. This is perhaps the most popular passage in the book of Job , and reflects the depth of Job's suffering and plea to God for redemption. God certainly answered his prayer by recording Job's story in the eternal Word of God and by allowing Job to meet His Redeemer in Heaven. I can imagine God being moved by this prayer of Job and moving upon earth to provide someone to record Job's testimony, and moving in the life of a Prayer of Manasseh , such as Abraham, to prepare for the Coming of Christ. Perhaps it is this prayer that moved God to call Abraham out of the East and into the Promised Land.

The order in which these three friends deliver their speeches probably reflects their age of seniority, or their position in society.

Scene 1 First Round of Speeches Job 3:1 to Job 14:22
Scene 2 Second Round of Speeches Job 15:1 to Job 21:34
Scene 3 Third Round of Speeches Job 22:1 to Job 31:40
Elihu's Speech to Job and Three Friends (Scene 2) ( Job 32:1 to Job 37:24) - Job 32:1 to Job 37:24 contains a speech from a young man named Elihu, who condemns the statements made by Job's three friends. Elihu purposes in his speech to teach wisdom ( Job 33:33).

God's Speech to Job (Scene 3) ( Job 38:1 to Job 42:9) - In Job 38:1 to Job 42:9 God reveals Himself to Job as the Almighty God, able to do anything. This passage concludes by Job reaffirming his faith in Almighty God.

God's First Speech Job 38:1 to Job 40:2
Job's Reply Job 40:3-5
God's Second Speech Job 40:6 to Job 41:34
Job's Reply Job 42:1-6
Job Restores Friends Job 42:7-9
Conclusion ( Acts 3 : Glorification) ( Job 42:10-17) - Job 42:10-17 serves as the conclusion to this great story by providing the scene of Job's restoration and redemption.

X. Outline of Book
Here is a proposed outline of the book of Job:

I. Prologue ( Acts 1)— Job 1:1 to Job 2:13
A. Introduction: Job's Uprightness & Prosperity— Job 1:1-5
B. Scene 1: Satan's 1st Accusation Against Job— Job 1:6-22
C. Scene 2: Satan's 2nd Accusation Against Job— Job 2:1-13
II. Job's Dialogues Regarding Justification ( Acts 2)— Job 3:1 to Job 42:9
A. Scene 1: Job's Three Friends— Job 3:1 to Job 31:40
1. First Round of Speeches— Job 3:1 to Job 14:22
Introduction: Job Expresses His Grief— Job 3:1-26
a) Eliphaz' First Speech— Job 4:1 to Job 5:27
Job's Reply— Job 6:1 to Job 7:21
b) Bildad's First Speech— Job 8:1-22
Job's Reply— Job 9:1 to Job 10:22
c) Zophar's First Speech— Job 11:1-20
Job's Reply— Job 12:1 to Job 14:22
2. Second Round of Speeches— Job 15:1 to Job 21:34
a) Eliphaz' Second Speech— Job 15:1-35
Job's Reply— Job 16:1 to Job 17:16
b) Bildad's Second Speech— Job 18:1-21
Job's Reply— Job 19:1-29
c) Zophar's Second Speech— Job 20:1-29
Job's Reply— Job 21:1-34
3. Third Round of Speeches— Job 22:1 to Job 31:40
a) Eliphaz' Third Speech— Job 22:1-30
Job's Reply— Job 23:1 to Job 24:25
b) Bildad's Second Speech— Job 25:1-6
Job's Reply— Job 26:1 to Job 28:28
Conclusion: Job's Summarizes His Defense— Job 29:1 to Job 31:40
B. Scene 2: Elihu's Speech to Job , 3Friends — Job 32:1 to Job 37:24
1. Introduction— Job 32:1-5
2. Elihu Condemns Job's Three Friends— Job 32:6-22
3. Elihu Addresses Job— Job 33:1-33
4. Elihu's Second Speech to Job's Three Friends— Job 34:1-37
5. Elihu's Second Speech to Job— Job 35:1 to Job 37:24
C. Scene 3: God's Speeches to Job— Job 38:1 to Job 42:6
1. God's First Speech— Job 38:1 to Job 40:2
God Asks Job for Dialogue— Job 38:1-3
God As Creator of the Earth— Job 38:4-38
God Created the Earth— Job 38:4-7
God Created the Seas— Job 38:8-11
God Created Day and Night— Job 38:12-15
The Depths and Breath of the Sea & Earth— Job 38:16-18
God Created Light and Darkness— Job 38:19-21
God Created Snow and Ice— Job 38:22-30
God Created the Stars & Constellations— Job 38:31-33
God Created the Clouds— Job 38:34-38
God As Sustainer of the Life on the Earth— Job 38:39 to Job 39:30
God Sustains the Lion— Job 38:39-40
God Sustains the Raven— Job 38:41
God Sustains the Wild Goats & Deer— Job 39:1-4
God Sustains the Wild Donkey— Job 39:5-8
God Sustains the Wild Ox— Job 39:9-12
God Sustains the Ostrich— Job 39:13-18
God Sustains the Horse— Job 39:19-25
God Sustains the Hawk— & Eagle— Job 39:26-30
God Concludes His First Speech— Job 40:1-2
Job's Reply— Job 40:3-5
2. God's Second Speech— Job 40:6 to Job 42:10
God's Challenge to Job— Job 40:6-14
Behemoth— Job 40:15-24
Leviathan— Job 41:1-34
Job's Reply— Job 42:1-6
Job Restores Friends— Job 42:7-9
III. Epilogue ( Acts 3) - God Restores Job Two-fold— Job 42:10-17
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01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-12 

Job 1:1-3 — Introduction - Job 1:1-3 serves as an introduction to the book of Job. We find a similar opening statement in the book of Samuel ( 1 Samuel 25:2).

1 Samuel 25:2, "And there was a man in Maon, whose possessions were in Carmel; and the man was very great, and he had three thousand sheep, and a thousand goats: and he was shearing his sheep in Carmel."

Job 1:1 There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil. 
Job 1:1 — "There was a man" - Comments- The phrase "there was a man" is used as a parabolic phrase throughout the Old and New Testaments. Nathan began his parable to King David with the phrase "There were two men…" ( 2 Samuel 12:1) Jesus used this phrase to introduce some of His parables, saying "There was a certain rich man…" ( Luke 16:1; Luke 16:19), and "There was a certain judge…" ( Job 18:2).

2 Samuel 12:1, "And the LORD sent Nathan unto David. And he came unto him, and said unto him, There were two men in one city; the one rich, and the other poor." 

This phrase is also used to introduce narrative material as well as parables.

Judges 13:2, "And there was a certain man of Zorah, of the family of the Danites, whose name was Manoah; and his wife was barren, and bare not."

Judges 17:1, "And there was a man of mount Ephraim, whose name was Micah."

1 Samuel 1:1, "Now there was a certain man of Ramathaimzophim, of mount Ephraim, and his name was Elkanah, the son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an Ephrathite:"

1 Samuel 9:1, "Now there was a man of Benjamin, whose name was Kish, the son of Abiel, the son of Zeror, the son of Bechorath, the son of Aphiah, a Benjamite, a mighty man of power."

Acts 8:9, "But there was a certain man, called Simon, which beforetime in the same city used sorcery, and bewitched the people of Samaria, giving out that himself was some great one:"

Acts 9:33, "And there he found a certain man named Aeneas, which had kept his bed eight years, and was sick of the palsy."

Acts 10:1, "There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of the band called the Italian band,"

Job 1:1 — "in the land of Uz" - Comments- Since it was a common practice for the ancients to name their land and cities after themselves and their forefathers, the Hebrew name Uz ( עוּץ) (H 5780) probably refers to the region of land settled by the descendents of Uz. If we search the Scriptures, we find three people of antiquity by this name.

1. Uz, the Son of Aram- The first was the son of Aram, a great grandson to Noah through Shem ( Genesis 10:23, 1 Chronicles 1:17). 

Genesis 10:23, "And the children of Aram; Uz, and Hul, and Gether, and Mash."

1 Chronicles 1:17, "The sons of Shem; Elam, and Asshur, and Arphaxad, and Lud, and Aram, and Uz, and Hul, and Gether, and Meshech." 

2. Uz, the Son of Nahor- The second individual by the name of Uz was the son of Nahor, Abraham's brother ( Genesis 22:20-21).

Genesis 22:20-21, "And it came to pass after these things, that it was told Abraham, saying, Behold, Milcah, she hath also born children unto thy brother Nahor; Huz his firstborn, and Buz his brother, and Kemuel the father of Aram,"

3. Uz, the Son of Dishan- The third individual was the son of Dishan ( Genesis 36:28, 1 Chronicles 1:42).

Genesis 36:28, "The children of Dishan are these; Uz, and Aran."

1 Chronicles 1:42, "The sons of Ezer; Bilhan, and Zavan, and Jakan. The sons of Dishan; Uz, and Aran."

It is impossible to verify which of these three descendents were associated with the land of Uz. The fact that this location is placed parallel to Edom in Lamentations 4:21 suggests that its location is in the land of Edom, a region southeast of Canaan.

Lamentations 4:21, "Rejoice and be glad, O daughter of Edom, that dwellest in the land of Uz; the cup also shall pass through unto thee: thou shalt be drunken, and shalt make thyself naked."

The ancient land of Uz was referred to as late as the Babylonian captivity ( Jeremiah 25:20). 

Jeremiah 25:20, "And all the mingled people, and all the kings of the land of Uz, and all the kings of the land of the Philistines, and Ashkelon, and Azzah, and Ekron, and the remnant of Ashdod,"

The LXX gives additional text to the closing verse of Job 42:17, which describes the land of Uz on the borders of Idumea and Arabia.

Job 42:17 "And Job died, an old man and full of days: and it is written that he will rise again with those whom the Lord raises up. This man is described in the Syriac book [as] living in the land of Ausis, on the borders of Idumea and Arabia: and his name before was Jobab; and having taken an Arabian wife, he begot a son whose name was Ennon. And he himself was the son of his father Zare, one of the sons of Esau, and of his mother Bosorrha, so that he was the fifth from Abraam. And these were the kings who reigned in Edom, which country he also ruled over: first, Balac, the son of Beor, and the name of his city was Dennaba: but after Balac, Jobab, who is called Job , and after him Asom, who was governor out of the country of Thaeman: and after him Adad, the son of Barad, who destroyed Madiam in the plain of Moab; and the name of his city was Gethaim. And [his] friends who came to him were Eliphaz, of the children of Esau, king of the Thaemanites, Baldad sovof the Sauchaeans, Sophar king of the Minaeans." (Brenton)

Josephus tells us that Uz, the son of Aram, founded the cities of Trachonitis and Damascus.

"Shem, the third son of Noah, had five sons, who inhabited the land that began at Euphrates, and reached to the Indian Ocean. For Elam left behind him the Elamites, the ancestors of the Persians. Ashur lived at the city Nineve; and named his subjects Assyrians, who became the most fortunate nation, beyond others. Arphaxad named the Arphaxadites, who are now called Chaldeans. Aram had the Aramites, which the Greeks called Syrians; as Laud founded the Laudites, which are now called Lydians. Of the four sons of Aram, Uz founded Trachonitis and Damascus: this country lies between Palestine and Celesyria. Ul founded Armenia; and Gather the Bactrians; and Mesa the Mesaneans; it is now called Charax Spasini. Sala was the son of Arphaxad; and his son was Heber, from whom they originally called the Jews Hebrews. Heber begat Joetan and Phaleg: he was called Phaleg, because he was born at the dispersion of the nations to their several countries; for Phaleg among the Hebrews signifies division. Now Joctan, one of the sons of Heber, had these sons, Elmodad, Saleph, Asermoth, Jera, Adoram, Aizel, Decla, Ebal, Abimael, Sabeus, Ophir, Euilat, and Jobab. These inhabited from Cophen, an Indian river, and in part of Asia adjoining to it. And this shall suffice concerning the sons of Shem." (Antiquities 164)

Job 1:1 — "whose name was Job" - Comments- The Hebrew name Job "'Iyowb" ( איּוב) (H 347) is popularly interpreted to mean, "hated (i.e. persecuted)" (Strong), "persecuted" (Gesenius), and "hated, persecuted" (PTW). Strong says this word is derived from the primitive root ( אָיַב) (H 340), meaning "to hate." However, David Cline understands it to mean, "where is my (divine) father," perhaps derived from the word ( אָב) (H 1), meaning "father." 11]

11] David J. A. Clines. Job 1-20, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 17, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), 11.

Job 1:1 — "and that man was perfect and upright" - Comments- Job was not the only individual in Scriptures to be called perfect and upright. Noah is described as just and perfect ( Genesis 6:9). Abraham was also called to be perfect before God ( Genesis 17:1).

Genesis 6:9, "These are the generations of Noah: Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God."

Genesis 17:1, "And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect."

The virtues ascribed to Job as perfect and upright do not only refer to his character before his trial, but also to the man Job after his affliction; for we know from James 1:2-4 that perfection is the product of patience.

James 1:2-4, "My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing."

If he was perfect before his trial, then he was more mature after his trial and able to be faithful with twice the blessings from God; for it was God's intent to bring Job into a greater blessing by allowing this trial to come.

We see in this passage how God will allow us to go through periods of testing so that we will learn to place our faith in Him and become more mature than before. Note these words from Frances J. Roberts.

"My people, heed My words; yea, walk not carelessly; neither lay out thine own paths on which to travel. Ye cannot know what lieth in the distance, nor what adversity ye may encounter tomorrow. So walk closely with Me, that ye may be able to draw quickly upon My aid. Ye need Me; and no matter how well-developed is thy faith nor how mature is thy growth in grace, never think for a moment that ye need My support any less. Nay, but the truth is that ye need it even more. For I shelter the new-born from many a trial and testing such as I permit to confront those who are growing up in spiritual stature. Yea, verily, ye cannot grow unless I do bring into your lives these proving and testing experiences. So hold thee more firmly to My hand as ye journey on in thy Christian walk. Trust not in thine own increasing strength; for verily, it is not thy strength but rather My strength within thee that ye feel. Ye are as vulnerable to the treachery of the enemy and as frail as ever; but thy knowledge of Me has deepened, and because of this thy trust in Me should come easier." 12] 

12] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 17.

Job 1:2 And there were born unto him seven sons and three daughters. 
Job 1:3 His substance also was seven thousand sheep, and three thousand camels, and five hundred yoke of oxen, and five hundred she asses, and a very great household; so that this man was the greatest of all the men of the east.
Job 1:3 — Comments- Alexander Theroux, writing about the Arabian camel in ancient and modern times, says, "To possess fifty (camels) is to be considered rich." 13]

13] Alexander Theroux, "How Curious the Camel," in Reader's Digest (February 1983), 91.

Job 1:3 — Comments- One pastor likened the oxen to modern day plows which were used to plant a harvest, and the asses to today's combines which were used to gather in the harvest, and the camels to trucks which transported this harvest to the markets. Together, these three animals were used to produce a harvest from the field, while the sheep were used to produce a harvest from the livestock, such as wool and meat.

Job 1:4 And his sons went and feasted in their houses, every one his day; and sent and called for their three sisters to eat and to drink with them. 
Job 1:5 And it was Song of Solomon , when the days of their feasting were gone about, that Job sent and sanctified them, and rose up early in the morning, and offered burnt offerings according to the number of them all: for Job said, It may be that my sons have sinned, and cursed God in their hearts. Thus did Job continually.
Job 1:5 — "that Job sent and sanctified them" - Comments- How did Job sanctify his children? He did so by his righteousness and his prayers. According to 1 Corinthians 7:14 these children were considered holy in God"s eyes.

1 Corinthians 7:14, "For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband: else were your children unclean; but now are they holy."

Job 1:5 — Comments- A lady once said that when her children are with her, she talks to them about Jesus; and when they are away, she talks to Jesus about them. This statement characterizes Job"s attitude towards his children.

Job 1:6 Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among them.
Job 1:6 — Comments- The sons of God are celestial beings, as opposed to the sons of men, who are human beings ( Genesis 6:2, Job 38:7).

Genesis 6:2, "That the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and they took them wives of all which they chose." 

Job 38:7, "When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy?"

Job 1:7 And the LORD said unto Satan, Whence comest thou? Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it. 
Job 1:8 And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job , that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright Prayer of Manasseh , one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? 
Job 1:8 — Comments- Job's name came up before God's throne because of his righteousness. In a similar manner Cornelius' name came up before the Lord because of his prayers and alms ( Acts 10:4).

Acts 10:4, "And when he looked on him, he was afraid, and said, What is it, Lord? And he said unto him, Thy prayers and thine alms are come up for a memorial before God."

Job 1:9 Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, Doth Job fear God for nought? 
Job 1:10 Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side? thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land.
Job 1:10 — "Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side?" - Comments- I believe that Job's hedge was God's host of angels, or even just one angel, encamping about Job and all of his household, as in Psalm 34:7, Psalm 91:11-12, and 2 Kings 6:17.

Psalm 34:7, "The angel of the LORD encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth them."

Psalm 91:1-16, "For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone."

2 Kings 6:17, "And Elisha prayed, and said, LORD, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And the LORD opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha."

Isaiah spoke of a hedge of protection that had been place around the people of Israel ( Isaiah 5:5).

Isaiah 5:5, "And now go to; I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard: I will take away the hedge thereof, and it shall be eaten up; and break down the wall thereof, and it shall be trodden down:"

The angels of the Lord are sent forth by God for our protection today ( Matthew 18:10, Hebrews 1:14).

Matthew 18:10, "Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones; for I say unto you, That in heaven their angels do always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven."

Hebrews 1:14, "Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?" 

Job 1:10 — "thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land" - Comments- Or, "thou hast commanded a blessing upon him…"

Job 1:10 — Comments- When we serve the Lord, He will protect every area of lives. He will protect our physical health, the health and well-being of our family, our possessions, our endeavours, and our spiritual journey. The Lord will watch over every area of our lives.

Job 1:11 But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee to thy face. 
Job 1:12 And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy power; only upon himself put not forth thine hand. So Satan went forth from the presence of the LORD.
Job 1:12 — Comments- We know from the book of Job that at one time God chose to make known to Satan Job's loyalty to God through a trial. We read in Ephesians 3:10 that God has chosen to reveal His manifold wisdom to the spiritual principalities and powers in heaven by using the Church of Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 3:10, "To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God,"



Verses 1-13 

Prologue - Job 1:1 to Job 2:13 serves as a prologue to the book of Job , providing the setting for the speeches that are to follow. This opening story describes Job's prosperity and righteous standing before God. Satan comes before God's throne and challenges God's standard of righteousness upon the man Job. God allows Satan to take everything away from Job , his possessions and his children, but requires that Satan spare his life. Still, Job exhibits God's standard of righteousness. 

In the prologue to the book of Job ( Job 1:1 to Job 2:13), God reveals His predestined divine plan and purpose for mankind ( Job 1:1-5), which is prosperity for those who walk upright before Him; and God calls Job to demonstrate righteousness and prosperity to his generation ( Job 1:6 to Job 2:13). Regarding God's predestination, Job's godly character and prosperity serves as a testimony of mankind's divine predestination upon earth, which reflects God's original divine commission in the Garden of Eden ( Genesis 1:26-28), which is to be fruitful, multiply, and take dominion upon the earth. Regarding man's divine calling, after prospering Job , God then called this man to demonstrate to his generation the fact that Job's prosperity was a result of divine blessings, rather than from Job's own abilities. Thus, it was necessary for God to remove Job's prosperity entire, and restore it two-fold as a sign to his generation that Job's prosperity came from God because of his right standing before God. Job's suffering and restoration of blessings was intended to establish righteousness in the heart of the men of his generation so that He could prosper them as well. Unfortunately, it was necessary for Job to suffer in order to serve as a testimony to his generation.

God reveals His divine destiny and calling to establish righteousness, or full redemption, for mankind through the testimony of Job's prosperity in every area of his life. However, the method that full, eternal redemption is obtained for mankind will be through suffering, and God called His Son Jesus Christ to suffer loss by divesting Himself of His heavenly prosperity, and taking on the seed of Prayer of Manasseh , born of a virgin, and suffer on the Cross ( Philippians 2:5-8), to be resurrected and seated at God's right hand, and enjoying a greater prosperity by bringing many sons of men to glory ( Philippians 2:9-11, Hebrews 2:10). Thus, Job serves as a type and figure of Christ's redemption for mankind. For this reason, the issue of suffering is immediately presented to the reader in this opening passage of Scripture ( Job 1:6 to Job 2:13). Job is called by God to go through a season of intense suffering beyond what any righteous man has endured in the past. However, he will be redeemed by God in the closing scene and be used to redeem his three friends. Thus, we see Job as a type and figure of Christ, who endured suffering so that He might redeem his generation. As we serve the Lord in this way we become like Christ in that we are used as divine instruments to bring about redemption for our generation.

Satan's Access to God's Throne - The opening narrative text to the book of Job ( Job 1:1 to Job 2:13) tells the story of Satan coming before God's throne and accusing one of His saints named Job. The question is often asked if Satan still has access to God's throne today as in the days of Job. Revelation 12:10 tells us that Satan, the accuser of the brethren, spends day and night accusing Christians of their faults before God. 

Revelation 12:10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night."

We also find in Romans 8:33-34 a description of how Jesus Christ stands at the right hand of the Father to intercede for those whom Satan has accused.

Romans 8:33-34, "Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God"s elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us."

Paul also warned Timothy about the adversary's opportunities to speak reproachfully against those with sin in the lives ( 1 Timothy 5:14). We ask the question, "To whom is Satan speaking reproachfully?" The implied answer in this passage of Scripture is that he is speaking to God about the faults of the saints. 

1 Timothy 5:14, "I will therefore that the younger women marry, bear children, guide the house, give none occasion to the adversary to speak reproachfully."

This tells us that when we sin, we must be quick to confess our sins so that Jesus Christ is given the authority to intercede in our behalf to the Father. We also have the story in Job 1-2of how Satan stood before God and accused Job of being unrighteous in his heart. The Lord said, "…and still he holdeth fast his integrity, although thou movedst me against him, to destroy him without cause." ( Job 2:3) Thus, we see that Satan's accusations have the potential to move God against us. Job cried out for a redeemer to plead for his innocence, but there was none before Jesus' First Coming ( Job 9:33). However, today we have an intercessor.

Job 9:33, "Neither is there any daysman betwixt us, that might lay his hand upon us both."

The Work of Satan in Scripture - Job 1:1 to Job 2:13 serves as the prologue to the poetic book of Job. This prologue is written as a narrative, and the actual poetic parallelism does not begin until Job 3:1.

Note the destruction caused by the Adversary in chapters 1,2of Job. When comparing this to John 10:10, which refers to Satan as the "thief" that "cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy", we see that Satan"s works are the same then as they are today.

John 10:10, "The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly."



Verses 13-22 

Scene 3 — : Job's Calamities in land of Uz - Job 1:13-22 gives scene three of the prologue to the book of Job in which Satan is allowed to destroy all of Job's children and wealth. Note how many people died during this ordeal while Job was being tested and proven righteous by God ( Job 1:15-17; Job 1:19 - during all four catastrophes).

Examples of Modern-Day Calamities Against God's Children- In the mid-1980"s stormy winds came thru Panama City, Florida. A friend of mine named Jack Emerson had just purchased a new car, which was parked in his driveway. The strong wind blew a telephone pole on top of the car and damaged it. Earlier that night, the Lord had quickened Jack to get up and pray. He had failed to do so. The next morning, he went out to find his car with a telephone pole laying on top. In frustration, he asked the Lord why the pole fell on his car, and not next door, onto the property of his very, lost and sinful neighbor. The Lord quickly spoke to him these words, "A king does not war against a city that he has already conquered." The incident was then understood.

In March of 1995, Calvary Cathedral Int"l of Fort Worth, Texas launched a 24-hour a day prayer ministry. Two days before the ministry began, a terrible hailstorm came thru that area of town. The hail was as large as a softball. It destroyed cars in the parking lot of the church. It knocked out stained glass windows, and caused much damage through the area. Then, two days later, on a Sunday morning, the prayer ministers went up the tower to the prayer room, but the lock would not work on the door. The door had to be broken down. For the next five years, this church continued in 24-hour prayer, without ceasing. Then, on 28 March 2000, a tornado hit that part of town and the church building. The walls of the tower were blown off while prayer ministers were in the room in prayer. They hid under a bench as the wall beside them was blown off. No one was killed. The devil has tried his best to stop this prayer ministry, just as in this passage of Scripture.

Job 1:16 While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, The fire of God is fallen from heaven, and hath burned up the sheep, and the servants, and consumed them; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee.
Job 1:16 — "The fire of God is fallen from heaven" - Comments- The fire of God fell in Elijah's time ( 1 Kings 18:38, 2 Kings 1:10). 

1 Kings 18:38, "Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench."

2 Kings 1:10, "And Elijah answered and said to the captain of fifty, If I be a man of God, then let fire come down from heaven, and consume thee and thy fifty. And there came down fire from heaven, and consumed him and his fifty."

Job 1:21-22 — Comments- Job saw God's hand in every thing that happened to him.

Job 1:21 And said, Naked came I out of my mother"s womb, and naked shall I return thither: the LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD.
Job 1:21 — "the LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away" - Comments- Had these losses taken place in one event, Job could have wondered if it was by chance. However, the fact that three tragic events happened together in consecutive order testified to divine intervention. There was no doubt in Job's mind that this was orchestrated by God. Thus, Job could say, "The LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD."

Although Satan worked this destruction against God's servant Job , God said that Satan had moved Him against Job ( Job 2:3). Song of Solomon , this statement is correct in that God used Satan as an instrument to bring this destruction and loss in Job's life. 

Job 2:3, "And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job , that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright Prayer of Manasseh , one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? and still he holdeth fast his integrity, although thou movedst me against him, to destroy him without cause."

Job 1:22 In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly.
02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-10 

Job 2:3 — "And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job , that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright Prayer of Manasseh , one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? and still he holdeth fast his integrity" - Comments- Bob Nichols said, "God had faith in the faith of Job. 14] Jesus also had faith in the faith of Peter ( Luke 22:31-32). God watches over our faith and knows our strength. He is the one who determines how much Satan can tempt us. Paul writes, "There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it." ( 1 Corinthians 10:13)

14] Bob Nichols, "Sermon," Kampala, Uganda: Miracle Center Cathedral, 2November 2008.

Luke 22:31-32, "And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren."

Job 2:3 — "although thou movedst me against him, to destroy him without cause" - Comments- If Satan himself can move God with a petition, how much more will God move heaven and earth for His children. Did not the legion of demons Jesus to enter into the swine and He allowed them? ( Luke 8:32)

Luke 8:32, "And there was there an herd of many swine feeding on the mountain: and they besought him that he would suffer them to enter into them. And he suffered them."

Job 2:6 And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, he is in thine hand; but save his life.
Job 2:6 — Comments- Note in Job 1:12; Job 2:6 how Satan is bound to obey God's Word.

Job 1:12, "And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy power; only upon himself put not forth thine hand. So Satan went forth from the presence of the LORD."

Job 2:9 Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou still retain thine integrity? curse God, and die.
Job 2:9 — Comments- It seems Satan would have tried to destroy all of Job that he could, especially his wife. Perhaps she was spared because a husband and wife are one flesh.

Job 2:10 But he said unto her, Thou speakest as one of the foolish women speaketh. What? shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil? In all this did not Job sin with his lips.
Job 2:10 — "In all this did not Job sin with his lips" - Comments- In Job 1:22, Job had his lips bridled, as in James 3:2. Thus, Job qualified as a perfect Prayer of Manasseh , just as he is called in Job 1:1.

Job 1:22, "In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly."

James 3:2, "For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole body."

Job 1:1, "There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil."



Verses 11-13 

The Arrival of Job's Three Friends - Job 2:11-13 records the arrival of Job's three friends: Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar. Although Job's pitiful condition broke their hearts and move them to sorrow and mourn with him, they still found reason to condemn him. When my mother was suffering from a tumor in her chest, I found myself sorrowing for her while my mind wanted to drift towards a cause of sin for this sickness. However, I quickly brought myself back to her redemption in Christ Jesus and understood that all of her sins have been covered by the blood of Jesus and therefore, they no longer exist before the throne in Heaven. I then focused upon those heavenly blessings that she inherited as a child of God, and understood that the blessing of divine healing belonged to her. I prayed with her in faith (October 2010), looking for divine healing rather than finding a reason for condemnation, which Job's three friends attempted to find in him.

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-26 

Job Expresses His Deep Grief - In Job 3:1-26 Job expresses the depth of his grief. He first curses the day he was born ( Job 3:1-10), then mourns his birth by wishing he were still born ( Job 3:11-15), or miscarried ( Job 3:16). He then declares the advantages of death over life ( Job 3:17-19). He finishes his speech by asking why he was suffering so much in this life ( Job 3:20-26).

Job 3:1 After this opened Job his mouth, and cursed his day.
Job 3:1 — Comments- Job curses his day, i.e, the night of his conception (usually occurs at night) and the day of his birth.

1. Night ( Job 3:6-10)

2. Day ( Job 3:4-5)

Job 3:12 Why did the knees prevent me? or why the breasts that I should suck?
Job 3:12 — "Why did the knees prevent me?" - Comments- The NIV reads, "Why were there knees to receive me…" Note: 

Genesis 30:3, "And she said, Behold my maid Bilhah, go in unto her; and she shall bear upon my knees, that I may also have children by her."

Job 3:12 — Comments- Anyone who has lived in a third-world nation understands the significance of knees and breasts in nurturing a young infant. The mother sits on the ground, or on a small stool. She places the infant in her lap and he nurses the breast. As the child gets older, he continues to find security in the mother's lap and often reaches up to take the mother's breast, but now because it instinctively comforts him as much as it is nourishes him. 

Job 3:13 For now should I have lain still and been quiet, I should have slept: then had I been at rest,
Job 3:13 — Comments- Job was seeking rest. Demons also seek rest by entering into human beings ( Luke 11:24). 

Luke 11:24, "When the unclean spirit is gone out of a Prayer of Manasseh , he walketh through dry places, seeking rest; and finding none, he saith, I will return unto my house whence I came out."

Job 3:25 For the thing which I greatly feared is come upon me, and that which I was afraid of is come unto me.
Job 3:25 — Comments- Many Full-Gospel churches in the 1980's through the 1909's began to teach that Job himself gave place to the Devil because he was in fear about calamities coming upon him. Then, the preacher quotes this verse to justify this statement. I was sitting with Jack Emerson on the tailgate of his truck in the early 1980's listening to a cassette tape of a well-known teacher when him and I first heard this teaching. That night, the Lord spoke to Jack in a dream about this teaching and said, "I said that My servant Job was perfect." In other words, Job did not give place to the Devil. Instead, it was a sovereign act of God to allow Job to be tested. 



Verses 1-40 

Job's Dialogue with Three Friends- Job 3:1 to Job 31:40, which makes up the major portion of this book, consists of a dialogue between Job and his three friends. In this dialogue, Job's friends engage in three rounds of accusations against Job , with him offering three defenses of his righteousness. Thus, Job and his friends are able to confirm each of their views with three speeches, since the Scriptures tell us that a matter is confirmed in the mouth of two or three witnesses ( 2 Corinthians 13:1). The underlying theme of this lengthy dialogue is man's attempt to explain how a person is justified before God. Job will express his intense grief ( Job 3:1-26), in which his three friends will answer by finding fault with Job. He will eventually respond to this condemnation in a declaration of faith that God Himself will provide a redeemer, who shall stand on earth in the latter days ( Job 19:25-27). This is generally understood as a reference to the coming of Jesus Christ to redeem mankind from their sins.

Job's declaration of his redeemer in Job 19:23-29, which would be recorded for ever, certainly moved the heart of God. This is perhaps the most popular passage in the book of Job , and reflects the depth of Job's suffering and plea to God for redemption. God certainly answered his prayer by recording Job's story in the eternal Word of God and by allowing Job to meet His Redeemer in Heaven. I can imagine God being moved by this prayer of Job and moving upon earth to provide someone to record Job's testimony, and moving in the life of a Prayer of Manasseh , such as Abraham, to prepare for the Coming of Christ. Perhaps it is this prayer that moved God to call Abraham out of the East and into the Promised Land.

The order in which these three friends deliver their speeches probably reflects their age of seniority, or their position in society.

Scene 1 — First Round of Speeches — Job 3:1 to Job 14:22
Scene 2 — Second Round of Speeches — Job 15:1 to Job 21:34
Scene 3 — Third Round of Speeches — Job 22:1 to Job 31:40
04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-21 

Job 4:2 If we assay to commune with thee, wilt thou be grieved? but who can withhold himself from speaking?
Job 4:2 — Comments- Eliphaz begins his speech to Job by acknowledging his reservations in addressing a man in such pain ( Job 4:2 a), but justifies his need to speak by saying he cannot "withhold himself" ( Job 4:2 b).

Job 4:3 Behold, thou hast instructed many, and thou hast strengthened the weak hands.
Job 4:3 — Comments- By giving instructions, Job has provided strength to those who were weak. Our words have a way of imparting strength to those who are weak. The next verse ( Job 4:4) will restate the same idea.

Job 4:4 Thy words have upholden him that was falling, and thou hast strengthened the feeble knees.
Job 4:5 But now it is come upon thee, and thou faintest; it toucheth thee, and thou art troubled.
Job 4:5 — Comments- In Job 4:5 Eliphaz makes the observation in light of Job's past in strengthening the weak that now he is the one who has "weak hands" and "feeble knees."

Job 4:6 Is not this thy fear, thy confidence, thy hope, and the uprightness of thy ways?
Job 4:7 Remember, I pray thee, who ever perished, being innocent? or where were the righteous cut off?
Job 4:8 Even as I have seen, they that plow iniquity, and sow wickedness, reap the same.
Job 4:8 — — Scripture Reference- Note:

Galatians 6:7, "Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap."

Job 4:9 By the blast of God they perish, and by the breath of his nostrils are they consumed.
Job 4:10 The roaring of the lion, and the voice of the fierce lion, and the teeth of the young lions, are broken. 
Job 4:11 The old lion perisheth for lack of prey, and the stout lion"s whelps are scattered abroad.
Job 4:10-11 — Comments - The Roaring of the Lion- Eliphaz may be making a reference to Job's statement about his "roarings" being poured out like water ( Job 3:24).

Job 3:24, "For my sighing cometh before I eat, and my roarings are poured out like the waters."

Job 4:12-17 — Eliphaz' Vision - In Job 4:12-17, Eliphaz describes his night vision to Job. Later in the book, Elihu will mention the fact that God speaks to men by dreams and visions ( Job 33:15-16).

Job 4:18 Behold, he put no trust in his servants; and his angels he charged with folly:
Job 4:18 — Comments - Only Job , David, and the prophet Zechariah make a reference the angelic being named Satan in the Old Testament, with the story of the Fall of man in the Garden through the wiles of the serpent being an additional reference to him. Thus, we must consider Job 4:18 to be a possible reference to the fallen state of those angels that followed Satan's heavenly rebellion and punishment. At the time of their fall, God certainly charged these fallen angels with folly.

Job 4:19 How much less in them that dwell in houses of clay, whose foundation is in the dust, which are crushed before the moth? 
Job 4:19 — "which are crushed before the moth" - Comments- The moth is perhaps one of the most delicate animals in nature. At a touch, its wings dissolve and it soft body is bruised so that it can no longer fly. It must be handled so delicately if it is to fly again. Yet, Job compares man's mortality to the frailest creature in nature and declares that human life is much more easily crushed than the life of the moth. 

Job 4:19 — "houses of clay...crushed before the moth" - Comments- The phrase "houses of clay...crushed before the moth" may be a reference to Job's own children being destroyed ( Job 1:19; Job 5:4).

Job 1:19, "And, behold, there came a great wind from the wilderness, and smote the four corners of the house, and it fell upon the young men, and they are dead; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee."

Job 5:4, "His children are far from safety, and they are crushed in the gate, neither is there any to deliver them."



Verses 1-27 

Eliphaz's First Speech - Job 4:1 to Job 5:27 contains Eliphaz's first speech to Job in which he attempts to answer Job's question of suffering ( Job 3:20-26). He approaches Job's suffering by saying that God always delivers the poor, but judges the foolish. In Job 4:8 we see that Eliphaz quickly picked up on sowing and reaping as a reason for Job's suffering.

Job 4:8, "Even as I have seen, they that plow iniquity, and sow wickedness, reap the same."

Eliphaz declares that God always judges the foolish ( Job 5:1-7) and delivers the humble ( Job 5:8-27).

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-27 

Job 5:7 Yet man is born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward.
Job 5:7 — Comments- The word "trouble" in Job 5:7 refers to life's sorrows, "sorrow, labor, toil, grief, pain, trouble, misery, fatigue, exhaustion." This same Hebrew word is also used in Genesis 41:51. The verb form is used in Psalm 127:1
Genesis 41:51, "And Joseph called the name of the firstborn Manasseh: For God, said Hebrews , hath made me forget all my toil, and all my father"s house."

Psalm 127:1, "Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that build it: except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain."

Notes these insightful words from Frances J. Roberts:

"‘Man is born', it is written, ‘to trouble, as the sparks fly upward'. ( Job 5:7) This is true as surely as rain falls and snow is cold. But it is equally true, and gloriously Song of Solomon , that I have promised, and I will deliver thee out of all thy troubles." 15]

15] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 92.

Job 5:13 He taketh the wise in their own craftiness: and the counsel of the froward is carried headlong.
Job 5:13 — "He taketh the wise in their own craftiness" - Comments- Job 5:13 is quoted in 1 Corinthians 3:19.

1 Corinthians 3:19, "For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, He taketh the wise in their own craftiness."

Note that this is Job speaking, whom the Lord said was speaking truth, in contrast to the lies that the Lord said were spoken by his friends. Therefore, Paul quotes this verse in which Job is speaking truthfully.

Job 5:19 He shall deliver thee in six troubles: yea, in seven there shall no evil touch thee.
Job 5:19 — Comments- Job 5:19 is called a "Numerical Collection." This style of wisdom literature is also used in Job 33:14, Proverbs 6:16, Proverbs 30, Ecclesiastes 11:2 and in Amos 2, 3. Scholars believe that this phrase means that the list is not exhaustive. Thus, the speaker is saying in Job 5:19 that God always delivers the poor and humble, no matter how many times it takes. 

Job 5:22 At destruction and famine thou shalt laugh: neither shalt thou be afraid of the beasts of the earth.
Job 5:22 — "At destruction and famine thou shalt laugh" - Comments- Creflo Dollar tells the story of a time in his ministry when he lost millions of dollars and his television ministry went broke. He owned thirty million dollars of television air time. He needed to pay many salaries for staff, locally and overseas. He saw no way that man could help him. Song of Solomon , he walked out into his yard and began to pray. The Lord replied by telling him to laugh. But Dollar did not feel like laughing. The Lord told him again to laugh by faith, and to be careful what he let come out of his mouth. Finally, he began to laugh. At first, it was forced. Then the Lord gave him a glimpse of the devil being defeated. He began to laugh at the devil, and found a reason for laughing. The Lord moved upon Taffi Dollar, his wife, to go check the account books, and she found seven million dollars. The Lord continued to work and brought him out of this situation. 16]

16] Creflo Dollar, Changing Your World (College Park, Georgia: Creflo Dollar Ministries), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-30 

Job 6:2-3 — Comments- Job 6:2-3 serves as an illustration of the heaviness of grief.

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-21 

Job 7:2 As a servant earnestly desireth the shadow, and as an hireling looketh for the reward of his work:
Job 7:2 — "a servant.... an hireling" - Comments- A servant tries to get out of the sun into a shade to rest. A hireling looks for work to be over so he will be paid.

Job 7:14 Then thou scarest me with dreams, and terrifiest me through visions:
Job 7:14 — Comments- Job 7:14 could be a reference to Job 4:12-21, when Eliphaz describes his night vision.

08 Chapter 8 

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-35 

Job 9:9 Which maketh Arcturus, Orion, and Pleiades, and the chambers of the south.
Job 9:9 — Word Study on "Arcturus" - Strong tells us that the Hebrew word "ayish" ( עַיִשׁ) (H 5906) comes from ( עוּש) (H 5789), which means, "to hasten." However, Easton suggests that the word "aish" is derived from an Arabic word meaning "night-watcher" because this constellation revolves around the North Pole and never sets. 

Comments- John Gill says that Arcturus does set in the horizon, first appearing in early September at the beginning of stormy weather preceding winter. 17] Webster tells us that the English name Arcturus is derived from the Latin "arcturus" (OE. artik, OF. artique, F. arctique, L. arcticus, L. Arcturus), which is derived from the Greek words αρκτος ουρα , meaning "bear tail." It is in the same family of words with "arctic," which means, "Pertaining to, or situated under, the northern constellation called the Bear." In addition, the alternate title "Ursa Major" is derived from the Latin "ursus" meaning, "bear."

17] John Gill, Job , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on Job 9:9.

Scholars give us several opinions as to the identification of the Hebrew word "Arcturus" "ayish" ( עַיִשׁ) (H 5906). Some say that it refers to the constellation commonly known as "the Great Bear," "Ursa Major," or "Charles' Wain" (Smith, ISBE) 18] Others, such as Easton, tells us that Arcturus refers to a single star called "bear-keeper," which is the brightest star within the constellation Bootes located near the Bear.

18] E. W. Maunder, "Arcturus," and "Astronomy, II," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word ( עַיִשׁ) is used only 2times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Arcturus 2." Its second use in found in Job 38:32 and makes a reference to "his sons," which supports the second view that the Hebrew word Arcturus is the brightest star within a constellation of stars. However, it may be that the name for this bright star is being used to identify its constellation as well. 

Job 38:32, "Canst thou bring forth Mazzaroth in his season? or canst thou guide Arcturus with his sons?"

Job 9:9 — Word Study on "Orion" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "Orion" "kes-eel" ( כְּסִיל) (H 3685) means, "a fool." Strong says it is derived from the primitive root ( כָּסַל) (H 3684), which literally means, "to be fat," and figuratively, "to be silly." Thus, this constellation is also called "the Fool." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used only 4times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Orion 3, constellation 1." This word is used in Job 38:31 and Amos 5:8 as the name of one of several constellations. Isaiah 13:10 uses this word in its plural form in a wider sense to mean all of the constellations in the heavens.

Job 38:31, "Canst thou bind the sweet influences of Pleiades, or loose the bands of Orion?"

Amos 5:8, "Seek him that maketh the seven stars and Orion, and turneth the shadow of death into the morning, and maketh the day dark with night: that calleth for the waters of the sea, and poureth them out upon the face of the earth: The LORD is his name:"

Isaiah 13:10, "For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall not give their light: the sun shall be darkened in his going forth, and the moon shall not cause her light to shine."

Comments- Webster says that Orion is "a large and bright constellation on the equator between the stars Aldebaran and Sirius…it contains a remarkable nebula visible to the naked eye." In addition, John Gill tells us that the Hebrew name "Cesil" ( כְּסִיל) is a derivative of the name of the Hebrew month "Cisleu," which corresponds to the Roman calendar of November and December at which time this constellation is visible in the Middle East. He says because this constellation appears during the stormy, winter season, Virgil referred to it as "nimbosus Orion," or "stormy Orion." 19]

19] John Gill, Job , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on Job 9:9.

The legend of this constellation is of a celebrated mythological hero who was bound in the heavens for an unsuccessful war against the gods. Thus, Job 38:31 describes Orion as being bound with cords. Among the Eastern tradition this individual was identified as Nemrod, who rebelled against the Lord in Genesis. 20] However, the Greeks identified this person as Orion, a celebrated hunter in the oldest Greek mythology of a gigantic stature. 21]

20] Albert Barnes, Job , in Barnes" Notes, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1997), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), comments on Job 9:9.

21] David H. Levy, "Orion," in The World Book Encyclopedia, vol 14 (Chicago: World Book, Inc, 1994), 856.

Job 9:9 — Word Study on "Pleiades" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "Pleiades" "kiymah" ( כִּימָה) (H 3598) means, "a heap, a cluster." Strong defines this word as "Pleiades, seven stars," and says it is derived from an unused primitive root ( כּוּמָז) (H 3558) that means, "to store away." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word "cimah" is found three times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "Pleiades 2, seven stars 1."

Job 38:31, "Canst thou bind the sweet influences of Pleiades, or loose the bands of Orion?"

Amos 5:8, "Seek him that maketh the seven stars and Orion, and turneth the shadow of death into the morning, and maketh the day dark with night: that calleth for the waters of the sea, and poureth them out upon the face of the earth: The LORD is his name:"

Comments- Webster tells us that the name "Pleiades" is derived from Greek mythology, referring to "the seven daughters of Atlas and the nymph Pleione, fabled to have been made by Jupiter a constellation in the sky." As a constellation, it is "a group of small stars in the neck of the constellation Taurus." Since there are only six of these pleiads that are "distinctly visible to the naked eye," the ancient Greeks supposed that "a sister had concealed herself out of shame for having loved a mortal, Sisyphus." Hence, we get the rendering "the seven stars" in Amos 5:8 (KJV).

Job 9:9 — "and the chambers of the south" - Word Study on "the chambers" - Strong says the Hebrew word "chambers' "cheder" ( חֶדֶר) (H 2315) means, "chamber, innermost part, parlour."

Comments- John Gill comments that the phrase "the chambers of the south" refers to the constellations of the southern hemisphere. He says that they are described as "chambers" because they are hidden from view to those in the northern hemisphere, which includes the Middle East. 22]

22] John Gill, Job , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on Job 9:9.

Job 9:9 — Comments- John Gill suggests that three constellations Arcturus, Orion, and Pleiades are used in Job 9:9 because they divide the whole year into three parts. Arcturus appears in September, Orion in Nov/Dec and Pleiades in April. 23]

23] John Gill, Job , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on Job 9:9.

Job 9:9 — Comments - Job 9:9 reveals that astronomy and astrology is an ancient science. We know from The Code of Hammurabi that the civilization of Abraham and Job's time was highly organized, with civil laws, schools, an alphabet, a system of weights and measures, architecture, and irrigation and astronomy. Thus, Job 9:9 testifies to the highly developed art of astrology.

Job 9:32 For he is not a Prayer of Manasseh , as I Amos , that I should answer him, and we should come together in judgment.
Job 9:32 — Comments- The idea of coming together in judgment reflects the idea of a gathering in a courtroom. It is not like we can call Almighty God to court with a summons (an order for some one to appear in court), for God is the judge.

Job 9:33 Neither is there any daysman betwixt us, that might lay his hand upon us both.
Job 9:33 — Word Study on "daysman" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "daysman" ( יָכַח) (H 3198) means, "to dispute, to altercate with anyone." Webster says the word "daysman" is an archaic English word for an arbiter or an umpire. An arbiter is one who judges a dispute. An umpire is a person chosen to render a decision in a dispute. 

Job 9:33 — Comments- Job needed one who would stand between both Job and God Almighty to decide Job's case of innocence. Today, we have Jesus Christ ( Romans 5:1, Hebrews 7:25). 

Romans 5:1, "Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:"

Hebrews 7:25, "Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them."

10 Chapter 10 

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-20 

Job 11:12 For vain man would be wise, though man be born like a wild ass"s colt.
Job 11:12 — "though man be born like a wild ass"s colt" - Comments- Matthew Henry says, "Youth is rash, and heady, and inconsiderate; man is born like the wild ass's colt, and therefore needs to be broken by the restraints and managed by the rules we find here." 24]

24] Matthew Henry, Job, in Matthew Henry"s Commentary on the Whole Bible, New Modern Edition, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers, Inc, 1991), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), notes on Proverbs 1:1-6.

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-25 

Job 12:24-25 — Comments - God Humbles the Great- The greatest illustration of Job 12:24-25 is King Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel 4:28-33, who was driven from men and lived like a beast until his mind was restored. 

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-28 

Job 13:4 But ye are forgers of lies, ye are all physicians of no value.
Job 13:4 — "But ye are forgers of lies" - Comments- Job knew that what his three friends were saying were lies. The Lord later confirmed this fact ( Job 42:7).

Job 42:7, "And it was Song of Solomon , that after the LORD had spoken these words unto Job , the LORD said to Eliphaz the Temanite, My wrath is kindled against thee, and against thy two friends: for ye have not spoken of me the thing that is right, as my servant Job hath."

Job 13:15 Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him: but I will maintain mine own ways before him.
Job 13:15 — Comments- One of the greatest illustrations of this truth in Job 13:15 is in the life of Joseph, who chose to serve the Lord despite years of hardships in unjust slavery and prison. 

Job 13:26 For thou writest bitter things against me, and makest me to possess the iniquities of my youth.
Job 13:26 — Comments- When we are in great distress, we tend to look back in order to find a cause for our punishment. Here in Job 13:26, Job looks all the way back to his years as a foolish youth, in which behavior all adults find something to regret. Note the BBE, "For you put bitter things on record against me, and send punishment on me for the sins of my early years;"

David did the same in his distress ( Psalm 25:7).

Psalm 25:7, "Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions: according to thy mercy remember thou me for thy goodness" sake, O LORD."

14 Chapter 14 

Verse 2 

Job 14:2 — "He cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down" - Scripture Reference- Note:

James 1:10-11, "But the rich, in that he is made low: because as the flower of the grass he shall pass away. For the sun is no sooner risen with a burning heat, but it withereth the grass, and the flower thereof falleth, and the grace of the fashion of it perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade away in his ways."

Job 14:11 As the waters fail from the sea, and the flood decayeth and drieth up:
Job 14:11 — "the flood decayeth and drieth up" - Comments- There are many dry riverbeds, or wadies, in the arid Middle East. These riverbeds are only filled with water during short rainy seasons. The YLT reads, "Waters have gone away from a sea, And a river becometh waste and dry."

15 Chapter 15 

Verses 1-35 

Job 15:7 Art thou the first man that was born? or wast thou made before the hills?
Job 15:7 — Comments- Eliphaz was much harsher in this speech than in his first speech ( Job 4:2). 

Job 4:2, "If we assay to commune with thee, wilt thou be grieved? but who can withhold himself from speaking?"

Job 15:10 With us are both the grayheaded and very aged men, much elder than thy father.
Job 15:10 — Comments- Job may have been in his 30's or 40"s.Perhaps Job's friends are (much) older than Job himself. 

16 Chapter 16 

Verses 1-16 

Comments- Job 16:1 to Job 17:16 is similar to Psalm 22in that both passages of Scripture describe the pains of suffering.



Verses 1-22 

Job 16:2 I have heard many such things: miserable comforters are ye all.
Job 16:2 — Comments- Job senses Eliphaz's harsh reply. 

Job 16:10 They have gaped upon me with their mouth; they have smitten me upon the cheek reproachfully; they have gathered themselves together against me.
Job 16:10 — "They have gaped upon me with their mouth" - Scripture References- Note the similar passages of the sufferings of Christ.

Psalm 22:13, "They gaped upon me with their mouths, as a ravening and a roaring lion."

Psalm 35:21, "Yea, they opened their mouth wide against me, and said, Aha, aha, our eye hath seen it."

Job 16:10 — "they have smitten me upon the cheek reproachfully" - Comments- Note the similar passages of the sufferings of Christ.

Isaiah 50:6, "I gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair: I hid not my face from shame and spitting."

Matthew 26:67, "Then did they spit in his face, and buffeted him; and others smote him with the palms of their hands,"

Mark 14:65, "And some began to spit on him, and to cover his face, and to buffet him, and to say unto him, Prophesy: and the servants did strike him with the palms of their hands."

Luke 22:63, "And the men that held Jesus mocked him, and smote him."

Acts 23:2, "And the high priest Ananias commanded them that stood by him to smite him on the mouth."

17 Chapter 17 

18 Chapter 18 

19 Chapter 19 

Verses 1-29 

Job 19:22 Why do ye persecute me as God, and are not satisfied with my flesh?
Job 19:23-29 — My Redeemer Liveth - In Job 19:23-29 this servant of God makes a startling confession of faith by testifying to the future coming of a redeemer to earth, and his believe in seeing him in the afterlife. It is generally agreed by conservative scholars that the Redeemer refers to the coming of Jesus Christ on earth to redeem mankind from their sins. Amen. A possible theme of the book of Job Isaiah , "Faith in God Triumphs over Suffering".

Within the context of Job's declaration of faith in God providing a redeemer ( Job 19:25-29), Job prays that his words would be written down for an everlasting testimony ( Job 19:23-24). God certainly answered this servant's prayers by having the book of Job written, and by including it in the eternal Holy Scriptures.

Job 19:23 Oh that my words were now written! oh that they were printed in a book! 
Job 19:24 That they were graven with an iron pen and lead in the rock for ever!
Job 19:23-24 — "Oh that my words were now written! Oh that they were printed in a book!" - Comments- God, in His great love for Job , answered this prayer in an even greater way than Job could imagine. This divine book was placed in the Holy Bible to become a part of God"s Eternal Word ( Psalm 119:89).

Psalm 119:89, "For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven."

Job 19:25 For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth:
Job 19:25 — "I know that my redeemer liveth" - Comments- Jesus is the same yesterday today and forever. Jesus Christ was in Glory at this time with the father ( John 17:5).

John 17:5, "And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was."

Job 19:25 — "he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth" - Comments- This is a reference to Jesus' first and second coming.

Job 19:26 And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God:
Job 19:26 — "after my skin worms destroy this body" - Comments- Our mortal body is sown in corruption ( 1 Corinthians 15:42).

1 Corinthians 15:42, "So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption; it is raised in incorruption:"

20 Chapter 20 

21 Chapter 21 

Verses 1-34 

Job 21:21 For what pleasure hath he in his house after him, when the number of his months is cut off in the midst?
Job 21:21 — Comments - Job describes the person whose life is cut short before he fulfills his intended purpose in life, the destiny to which he was called to fulfill.

22 Chapter 22 

23 Chapter 23 

Verses 1-17 

Job 23:10 But he knoweth the way that I take: when he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold.
Job 23:10 — "he knoweth the way that I take" - Comments- Note the question in Job 31:4.

Job 31:4, "Doth not he see my ways, and count all my steps?"

Job 23:10 — "when he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold" - Scripture Reference- Note:

1 Peter 1:7, "That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:"

24 Chapter 24 

25 Chapter 25 

26 Chapter 26 

Verses 1-14 

Job 26:11 The pillars of heaven tremble and are astonished at his reproof.
Job 26:11 — Comments- The vast columns of stellar gas light years wide and tall photographed only in recent years by the Hubble Space Telescope match the phrase "pillars of heaven" in Job 26:11.

Job 26:12 He divideth the sea with his power, and by his understanding he smiteth through the proud.
Job 26:12 — Comments- God divided the Red Sea ( Exodus 14:1-31) and the Jordan River ( Joshua 3:1-17) to let the children of Israel cross over on dry ground.

27 Chapter 27 

Verses 1-23 

Job 27:6 My righteousness I hold fast, and will not let it go: my heart shall not reproach me so long as I live.
Job 27:6 — "my heart shall not reproach me so long as I live" - Scripture Reference- Note:

John 3:20-21, "For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God."

Job 27:15 Those that remain of him shall be buried in death: and his widows shall not weep.
Job 27:15 — "his widows shall not weep" - Comments- Widows weep when they have loved and been faithful to their husbands; but an uncaring wife will not weep as a widow.

Job 27:16 Though he heap up silver as the dust, and prepare raiment as the clay; 
Job 27:17 He may prepare it, but the just shall put it on, and the innocent shall divide the silver.
Job 27:16-17 — Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Ecclesiastes 2:26, "For God giveth to a man that is good in his sight Wisdom of Solomon , and knowledge, and joy: but to the sinner he giveth travail, to gather and to heap up, that he may give to him that is good before God. This also is vanity and vexation of spirit."

Proverbs 13:22, "A good man leaveth an inheritance to his children"s children: and the wealth of the sinner is laid up for the just."

Proverbs 28:8, "He that by usury and unjust gain increaseth his substance, he shall gather it for him that will pity the poor."

28 Chapter 28 

Verses 1-28 

Job 28:1-11 — Man's Endless Search for Treasures- Job 28:1-11 illustrate man's endless search for hidden treasures in the earth. Job 28:11 is the key verse to this opening passage because it summarizes the first eleven verses by saying that man brings forth the hidden things of the earth.

Job 28:11, "He bindeth the floods from overflowing; and the thing that is hid bringeth he forth to light."

Job 28:13 Man knoweth not the price thereof; neither is it found in the land of the living. 
Job 28:13 — "neither is it found in the land of the living" - Comments- Wisdom is not found among men; but it is found in God alone ( Deuteronomy 2:27-28).

Daniel 2:27-28, "Daniel answered in the presence of the king, and said, The secret which the king hath demanded cannot the wise men, the astrologers, the magicians, the soothsayers, shew unto the king; But there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter days. Thy dream, and the visions of thy head upon thy bed, are these;"

29 Chapter 29 

Verses 1-25 

Job 29:13 The blessing of him that was ready to perish came upon me: and I caused the widow"s heart to sing for joy.
Job 29:13 — "The blessing of him that was ready to perish came upon me" - Comments- Job 29:13 tells us that when we help the poor, and they give us their words of blessings, there is great reward that comes into our lives from their words.

Job 29:21-23 — Comments - The Baptism of the Holy Spirit- Job 29:21-23 refers to the baptism Holy Ghost.

Job 29:21 - "kept silence" - You cannot drink and talk at same time, nor speak English and in tongues at same time.

Job 29:22 - This refers to the speech the Holy Spirit will drop upon us. Acts 2:4, "as the Spirit gave them utterance," 

Job 29:23 - Open your mouths and be ready to receive an utterance. The latter rain is the Holy Ghost. 

Scripture References- See: 

Hosea 6:3, "Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the LORD: his going forth is prepared as the morning; and he shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth."

Zechariah 10:1, "Ask ye of the LORD rain in the time of the latter rain; so the LORD shall make bright clouds, and give them showers of rain, to every one grass in the field."

James 5:7, "Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain."

30 Chapter 30 

Verses 1-31 

Job 30:30 My skin is black upon me, and my bones are burned with heat.
Job 30:30 — "my bones are burned with heat" - Scripture References- Note: 

Psalm 102:3, "For my days are consumed like smoke, and my bones are burned as an hearth."

31 Chapter 31 

Verses 1-40 

Job 31:1-40 — Job Describes His Life of Righteousness- Job was perfect and upright ( Job 1:1). This chapter shows Job's faith and works according to James 2:22. Job's works, listed this chapter, perfected his faith and Job became perfect and upright ( Matthew 5:48, James 2:22).

Matthew 5:48, "Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect."

James 2:22, "Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect?"

In this passage of Job , we see the Sermon on the Mount as lived by Job ( Matthew 5-7). Note:

Job 31:1, "I made a covenant with mine eyes; why then should I think upon a maid?"

Matthew 5:27-28, "Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery: But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart."

Job 31:4, "Doth not he see my ways, and count all my steps?"

Job 23:10, "But he knoweth the way that I take: when he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold."

Job 31:5, "If I have walked with vanity, or if my foot hath hasted to deceit;"

Job is honest.

Job 31:16, "If I have withheld the poor from their desire, or have caused the eyes of the widow to fail;"

James 1:27, "Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world."

Job 31:19, "If I have seen any perish for want of clothing, or any poor without covering;"

James 2:14-19
1 John 3:17-18, "But whoso hath this world"s good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him? My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth."

Job 31:24, "If I have made gold my hope, or have said to the fine gold, Thou art my confidence;"

1 Timothy 6:17, "Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy;"

Job 31:27, "And my heart hath been secretly enticed, or my mouth hath kissed my hand:"

Exodus 20:1-3, "And God spake all these words, saying, I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt have no other gods before me."

Job 31:29, "If I rejoiced at the destruction of him that hated me, or lifted up myself when evil found him:"

Matthew 5:43-48
Job 31:32, "The stranger did not lodge in the street: but I opened my doors to the traveller."

Hebrews 13:2, "Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels unawares."

Job 31:33, "If I covered my transgressions as Adam, by hiding mine iniquity in my bosom:"

Proverbs 28:13, "He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy."

Job 31:1 I made a covenant with mine eyes; why then should I think upon a maid?
Job 31:1 — Comments- Job made a quality decision in his heart before he encountered temptation that he would not gaze and stare upon a woman. A man cannot stop himself from seeing things and people. But a person can make a decision not to focus his attention upon it. A person can turn his eyes away from temptation and focus his thoughts upon something else. This is the decision that Job made. Note that Jesus teaches in the Sermon on the Mount that gazing upon a woman will turn our hearts towards adulterous thoughts ( Matthew 5:27-28). This is what Job was avoiding.

Matthew 5:27-28, "Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery: But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart."

It is through the sense gate of the eyes that our minds receive information. What ever we focus our eyes upon, our mind gives it attention and processes what is seen. Thus, the first step in sin would be to focus our eyes upon something immoral. The second step in sin is to think about what is being seen. Job made the decision to stop this process at its inception.

Job 31:2 For what portion of God is there from above? and what inheritance of the Almighty from on high? 
Job 31:3 Is not destruction to the wicked? and a strange punishment to the workers of iniquity? 
Job 31:2-3 — Comments - Sowing and Reaping- Sowing and reaping come upon the wicked. What does God reward a wicked man with? In Job 31:3, God gives disaster to the wicked.

Job 31:4 Doth not he see my ways, and count all my steps?
Job 31:4 — Comments- In Job 31:4, Job has not done any wicked worthy of this disaster. So why his distress? Job asks if God even considers his way. Of course God does.

Job 31:5 If I have walked with vanity, or if my foot hath hasted to deceit; 
Job 31:6 Let me be weighed in an even balance, that God may know mine integrity.
Job 31:6 — Comments- Job asks God to weigh his life on God"s scales.

Job 31:5-6 — Comments - Job's Integrity- Job was not false and decently, but honest.

Job 31:13 If I did despise the cause of my manservant or of my maidservant, when they contended with me;
Job 31:13 — Comments- Job treated his servants justly.

Job 31:14 What then shall I do when God riseth up? and when he visiteth, what shall I answer him?
Job 31:14 — Comments- Even Job fears God's coming Day of Judgment, known also by Enoch ( Jude 1:14-16).

Jude 1:14-16, "And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints, To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against him. These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their own lusts; and their mouth speaketh great swelling words, having men"s persons in admiration because of advantage."

Job 31:15 Did not he that made me in the womb make him? and did not one fashion us in the womb? 
Job 31:16 If I have withheld the poor from their desire, or have caused the eyes of the widow to fail;
Job 31:16 — Comments- Job helped the poor and the widow ( James 1:27).

James 1:27, "Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world."

Job 31:17 Or have eaten my morsel myself alone, and the fatherless hath not eaten thereof;
Job 31:17 — Comments- Job helped the orphans ( James 1:27).

James 1:27, "Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world."

Job 31:18 (For from my youth he was brought up with me, as with a father, and I have guided her from my mother"s womb;)
Job 31:19 If I have seen any perish for want of clothing, or any poor without covering;
Job 31:19 — Comments- Job helped those in need ( James 2:14-19, 1 John 3:17-18). 

James 2:14, "What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can faith save him?"

1 John 3:17-18, "But whoso hath this world"s good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him? My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth."

Job 31:23 For destruction from God was a terror to me, and by reason of his highness I could not endure.
Job 31:23 — Scripture References- Note: 

Job 3:25, "For the thing which I greatly feared is come upon me, and that which I was afraid of is come unto me."

Job 31:24 If I have made gold my hope, or have said to the fine gold, Thou art my confidence; 
Job 31:25 If I rejoiced because my wealth was great, and because mine hand had gotten much;
Job 31:24-25 — Comments- Job did not put his trust in riches ( 1 Timothy 6:17).

1 Timothy 6:17, "Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy;"

Job 31:26 If I beheld the sun when it shined, or the moon walking in brightness; 
Job 31:27 And my heart hath been secretly enticed, or my mouth hath kissed my hand: 
Job 31:28 This also were an iniquity to be punished by the judge: for I should have denied the God that is above. 
Job 31:26-28 — Comments- Job worshipped only God. In Exodus 20:1-6, we are commanded to worship only God. The Bible says that idolatry is also called courteousness.

Job 31:29 If I rejoiced at the destruction of him that hated me, or lifted up myself when evil found him:
Job 31:30 Neither have I suffered my mouth to sin by wishing a curse to his soul.
Job 31:29-30 — Comments- Job loved his enemies ( Matthew 5:43-48). 

Matthew 5:44, "But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;"

Job 31:31 If the men of my tabernacle said not, Oh that we had of his flesh! we cannot be satisfied. 
Job 31:32 The stranger did not lodge in the street: but I opened my doors to the traveller.
Job 31:31-32 — Comments- Job helped the stranger ( Hebrews 13:2).

Hebrews 13:2, "Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels unawares."

Job 31:33 If I covered my transgressions as Adam, by hiding mine iniquity in my bosom:
Job 31:33 — "as Adam" - Comments- Some English versions translate this phrase, "as men do."

Job 31:34 Did I fear a great multitude, or did the contempt of families terrify me, that I kept silence, and went not out of the door?
Job 31:33-34 — Comments- Job implies that he has confessed the sins of his youth ( Job 13:26) and forsaken them ( Genesis 3:9-10, Proverbs 28:13).

Job 13:26, "For thou writest bitter things against me, and makest me to possess the iniquities of my youth."

Genesis 3:9-10, "And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself."

Proverbs 28:13, "He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy."

Job 31:35-37 — Comments- Job boldly desires the Almighty to answer this life Job has lived. 

Job 31:39-40 — Comments- Job had not overburdened the land nor stolen land and its fruit unjustly.

32 Chapter 32 

Verses 1-22 

Job 32:1 So these three men ceased to answer Job , because he was righteous in his own eyes.
Job 32:1 — Comments- Elihu's speeches will address the issue of Job's self-righteousness ( Job 32:2 to Job 37:24). God will then deliver his speeches to Job so that he can see himself in light of God's divine nature ( Job 38:1 to Job 41:34); thus Job repents of his self-righteous attitude.

Job 32:2 Then was kindled the wrath of Elihu the son of Barachel the Buzite, of the kindred of Ram: against Job was his wrath kindled, because he justified himself rather than God.
Job 32:2 — Word Study on "Elihu" - Strong says the Hebrew name "Elihu" (H 453) means, "God of him."

Job 32:2 — Word Study on "Barachel" - Strong says the Hebrew name "Barachel" (H 1292) means, "God has blessed."

Job 32:2 — Word Study on "Ram" - Strong says the Hebrew name "Ram" (H 7410) means, "high."

Job 32:2 — Comments - The book of Job makes no mention of Elihu until Job 32:2; yet he says he has heard the speeches of Job and his three friends. Evidently, Elihu had been present mourning with Job along with others while his three friends were speaking.

33 Chapter 33 

Verses 1-33 

Job 33:4 The Spirit of God hath made me, and the breath of the Almighty hath given me life.
Job 33:4 — Word Study on "breath" - The Hebrew word for "spirit" ( רוּחַ) (H 7307) is often translated "breath" or "wind." However, the Hebrew word that is used in Job 33:4 for "breath" is ( נְשָׁמָה) (H 5397).

Job 33:14 For God speaketh once, yea twice, yet man perceiveth it not.
Job 33:14 — Comments- Numerical Collections- This style of wisdom literature is also used in Job 5:19, Proverbs 6:16, Proverbs 30, Ecclesiastes 11:2 and in Amos 2, 3. Scholars believe that this phrase means that the list is not exhaustive.

Job 33:14 means that no matter how often God speaks, His words are beyond our human reasoning.

34 Chapter 34 

Verses 1-37 

Job 34:3 For the ear trieth words, as the mouth tasteth meat.
Job 34:3 — Comments- Keith Moore says that the voice of man's spirit is his conscience, and the voice of man's soul, or mind, is his ability to reason, and the voice of man's physical body is his five senses of hearing, seeing smelling, touching and tasting. We see in Job 34:3 a reference to man's sense of reasoning in the phrase "the ear trieth words," and we see a reference to man's physical senses in the phrase "the mouth tasteth meat." 25]

25] Keith Moore, interviewed by Kenneth Copeland, Believer's Voice of Victory (Kenneth Copeland Ministries, Fort Worth, Texas), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.
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37 Chapter 37 

Verses 1-24 

Job 37:24 Men do therefore fear him: he respecteth not any that are wise of heart.
38 Chapter 38 

Verses 1-6 

God Reveals Himself to Job by His Creation - Did not Job believe God heard his prayers in the midst of his prosperity? How much more should God hear him in the midst of his suffering? In a mighty display of nature's energy, a whirlwind approaches Job , and a divine voice begins to come forth and speak to Job. God now reveals His true character to Job because his friends had misrepresented Him. He reveals Himself as the omnipotent Creator of the universe, who daily watches over each aspect of His creatures with love and concern through His omniscience and omnipresence. More specifically, God reveals that He alone is just and Job and all of mankind are in need of redemption through faith in God. In man's fallen condition since the Garden of Eden, all of creation has been made subject to vanity and endures suffering. God will now lead Job into an act of intercession for his friends in order to receive his own deliverance as a testimony that man will have to redeem himself. Yet, what man is qualified to redeem mankind? Job will understand that it must be a Prayer of Manasseh , a man who was righteous before God, a man who must suffer, a man who must be an intercessor, that will redeem mankind. The fullness of this revelation will come at the appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ, when God Himself becomes a man to redeem His people, and with it, all of creation.

We find a similar passage of Scripture in Isaiah 40:12 to Isaiah 41:29, where God challenges backslidden Israel to produce her reasons for trusting in idols ( Job 41:21). In a similar manner God reveals to Israel her frailty and weakness in the midst of His majestic creation that reveals Him as the divine creator of all things.

Here is a proposed outline:

God's First Speech — Job 38:1 to Job 40:2
Job's Reply — Job 40:3-5
God's Second Speech — Job 40:6 to Job 41:34
Job's Reply — Job 42:1-6
Job 38:1 to Job 42:6 — God Reveals Himself to Job by His Creation (The Purpose of the Sciences and Art) - The Lord spoke to me this morning and said that the sciences and arts are an expression of God's divine nature. God reveals His divine nature through His creation ( Job 38-41), and the sciences are the tools that mankind uses to explore His creation. The arts are an expression of man's heart and emotions, and when the Spirit of God is allowed to inspire mankind, he speaks in poetry and Song of Solomon , in paintings and other works of art. (March 24, 2009)

Job 38:1 to Job 40:2 — God's First Speech to Job: The Story of His Creation - In Job 38:1 to Job 40:2 God delivers His first speech to Job. The story of creation recorded in Job 38:1 to Job 40:2 serves as a testimony to Job of God's divine attributes. In this passage of Scripture the Lord revealed to Job His omnipotence, His omniscience, His omnipresence, and His infinite wisdom and power over all of His creation. He reveals to Job the fact that He daily oversees the activities of His creation. God's description of creating the heavens and earth in Job 38:4-38 reveals His omnipotence. His description of overseeing and sustaining His creatures reveals His omniscience and omnipresence.

In the study of the Holy Scriptures we discover a number of passages revealing the events in the Story of Creation. For example, we have the testimony of the Father's role in Genesis 1:1 to Genesis 2:4 as the One who has planned and foreknown all things in His creation. We also have the testimony of the Jesus Christ the Son's role in creation recorded John 1:1-14, who is the Word of God through whom all things were created. In Proverbs 8:22-31 we have the testimony of the Holy Spirit's role in creation as the Wisdom and Power of God. 2 Peter 3:5-7 refers to the story of creation with emphasis upon God's pending destruction of all things in order to judge the sins of mankind. Hebrews 11:3 tells us how it is by faith that we understand how the world was created by the Word of God. Another passage of Scripture that reveals the story of Creation is found in Job 38:1 to Job 40:2, where the wisdom and majesty of God Almighty are revealed by describing the details of how His creation came into existence. We can find other brief references to the creation of the earth throughout the Scriptures, such as Psalm 104and many other individual verses.

Here is a proposed summary of Job 38:1 to Job 40:2 :

God Asks Job for Dialogue — Job 38:1-3
God As Creator of the Earth Job 38:4-38
God Created the Earth — Job 38:4-7
God Created the Seas — Job 38:8-11
God Created Day and Night — Job 38:12-15
The Depths and Breath of the Sea & Earth — Job 38:16-18
God Created Light and Darkness — Job 38:19-21
God Created Snow and Ice — Job 38:22-30
God Created the Stars & Constellations — Job 38:31-33
God Created the Clouds — Job 38:34-38
God As Sustainer of Life on the Earth — Job 38:39 to Job 39:30
God Sustains the Lion — Job 38:39-40
God Sustains the Raven — Job 38:41
God Sustains the Wild Goats & Deer — Job 39:1-4
God Sustains the Wild Donkey — Job 39:5-8
God Sustains the Wild Ox — Job 39:9-12
God Sustains the Ostrich — Job 39:13-18
God Sustains the Horse — Job 39:19-25
God Sustains the Hawk — & Eagle — Job 39:26-30
God Concludes His First Speech — Job 40:1-2


Verses 1-41 

Job 38:1 Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind, and said,
Job 38:1 — Comments- In Job 38:1 God answers Job out of a whirlwind. Note that Job's children were destroyed by a whirlwind ( Job 1:18-19). While Job was associating a whirlwind with evil, he is put into a situation where the whirlwind had a good purpose, to serve as an instrument by which God in heaven comes down to speak to Job and to bring deliverance to his suffering.

Job 1:18-19, "While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, Thy sons and thy daughters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother"s house: And, behold, there came a great wind from the wilderness, and smote the four corners of the house, and it fell upon the young men, and they are dead; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee."

Ezekiel was called into the ministry during a vision in which the Lord appeared to him in a whirlwind ( Ezekiel 1:4). Both Job and Ezekiel received divine visitations during a time of great distress in their lives.

Ezekiel 1:4, "And I looked, and, behold, a whirlwind came out of the north, a great cloud, and a fire infolding itself, and a brightness was about it, and out of the midst thereof as the colour of amber, out of the midst of the fire."

Also, Elijah was caught up to heaven in a whirlwind ( 2 Kings 2:11).

2 Kings 2:11, "And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven."

Job 38:2 Who is this that darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge?
Job 38:2 — Comments- God appears to be referring to Job's three friends in His comments on those who darken counsel by words without knowledge; for He tells Eliphaz the Temanite in Job 42:7 that he and his two friends have spoken of Him that which was not right, and He says that Job had spoken that which was right.

Job 38:3 Gird up now thy loins like a man; for I will demand of thee, and answer thou me.
Job 38:3 — Comments- Rawlinson notes that Job had already asked God a number of times for a hearing in which he could plead his case ( Job 9:32-35; Job 13:3; Job 13:18-22; Job 23:4-7; Job 31:35). 26] God now answers his prayer. 

26] George Rawlinson, Job , in The Pulpit Commentary, ed. H. D. M. Spence and Joseph Exell (Grand Rapids, Michigan: William. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co, 1950), in Ages Digital Library, v 10 [CD-ROM] (Rio, WI: Ages Software, Inc, 2001), notes on Job 38:3.

"Gird up now thy loins like a man" - Comments- God tells Job to gird up his loins like a man and interact with Him in dialogue. Job must prepare himself for the context, which Otto Zckler describes as a series of questions and answers between the two contestants. 27] The phrase "Gird up now thy loins like a man" is not uncommon to the Scriptures. We find it used on a number of occasions. The Philistines were able to encourage themselves and win the battle. See:

27] Otto Zckler, The Book of Job , trans. by L. J. Evans, in Lange's Commentary on the Holy Scriptures, ed. Philip Schaff (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1872), 602.

1 Samuel 4:7-9, "And the Philistines were afraid, for they said, God is come into the camp. And they said, Woe unto us! for there hath not been such a thing heretofore. Woe unto us! who shall deliver us out of the hand of these mighty Gods? these are the Gods that smote the Egyptians with all the plagues in the wilderness. Be strong, and quit yourselves like men, O ye Philistines, that ye be not servants unto the Hebrews , as they have been to you: quit yourselves like men, and fight."

The children of Israel encouraged, or strengthened themselves in the Lord:

Judges 20:22, "And the people the men of Israel encouraged themselves, and set their battle again in array in the place where they put themselves in array the first day."

Note that there was another time when David encouraged himself in the Lord.

1 Samuel 30:6, "And David was greatly distressed; for the people spake of stoning him, because the soul of all the people was grieved, every man for his sons and for his daughters: but David encouraged himself in the LORD his God."

King David told his son Solomon to be strong like a man should be.

1 Kings 2:2, "I go the way of all the earth: be thou strong therefore, and shew thyself a man;"

Paul exhorted the Corinthians to be strong like a man as they pursued a lifestyle of sanctification within their church members.

1 Corinthians 16:13, "Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong."

"for I will demand of thee, and answer thou me" - Comments- God will demand of Job a reply to His forthcoming speech, which is recorded in Job 40:3-4. Thus, Job will be given an opportunity to plead his case as he requested during the course of his dialogues with the three friends.

Job 38:4-7 — The Founding of the Earth - Job 38:4-7 described the beginning of the creation of the earth when God laid its foundations. It was a time when God, in His infinite Wisdom of Solomon , calculated its design and size ( Job 38:5-6). It was also a time of great celebration as the "morning stars" and angels sang together in harmony and joy. Radmacher notes that great building projects in the ancient Near East began with similar celebrations. 28] We see such festive occasions in the laying of the foundation of the second temple ( Ezra 3:10), and of the future temple prophesied in Zechariah ( Zechariah 4:7-9).

28] Earl D. Radmacher, Ronald B. Allen, and H. Wayne House, eds, Job , in Nelson's New Illustrated Bible Commentary (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Pub, 1999), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), notes on Job 38:4-7.

Ezra 3:10, "And when the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the LORD, they set the priests in their apparel with trumpets, and the Levites the sons of Asaph with cymbals, to praise the LORD, after the ordinance of David king of Israel."

Zechariah 4:7-9, "Who art thou, O great mountain? before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain: and he shall bring forth the headstone thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it.Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house; his hands shall also finish it; and thou shalt know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto you."

Perhaps this passage of Scripture refers to three steps in the initial creation of the earth: the laying of its foundations, the design of its size, and its suspension by gravity to orbit the sun. We see this aspect of creation described in Genesis 1:1-2.

Job 38:4 Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? declare, if thou hast understanding.
Job 38:4 — Comments- When man builds a structure on earth, the first step is to determine the size and strength of a foundation. Once this foundation has been designed and built, the rest of the building is able to rest upon this structure. In a similar way God begins describing to Job the story of Creation beginning with its foundation.

"Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth" - Comments- The phrase "the foundation(s) of the earth" can be found fourteen times in the Scriptures ( Job 38:4, Psalm 82:5; Psalm 102:25; Psalm 104:5, Proverbs 8:29, Isaiah 24:18; Isaiah 40:21; Isaiah 48:13; Isaiah 51:13; Isaiah 51:16, Jeremiah 31:37, Micah 6:2, Zechariah 12:1, Hebrews 1:10), and the phrase "the foundation(s) of the world" can be found seven times ( 2 Samuel 22:16, Psalm 18:15, Ephesians 1:4, Hebrews 4:3; Hebrews 9:26, 1 Peter 1:20, Revelation 17:8).

Psalm 104:5-6 says, "Who laid the foundations of the earth, that it should not be removed for ever. Thou coveredst it with the deep as with a garment: the waters stood above the mountains." This passage tells us that the "foundations of the earth" were covered by "the deep", which appears to be the top primordial lay of soupy soil and water that covered the earth in Genesis 1:1-2. Thus, one popular interpretation of the phrase "the foundations of the earth" is to say it refers to the lower layers of earth's crust that supports the top layer of soil and water that supports life on earth. This would require the word "earth" ( אֶרֶץ) (H 776) in Job 38:4 to refer to soil rather than to the entire planet itself.

Job 38:5 Who hath laid the measures thereof, if thou knowest? or who hath stretched the line upon it?
Job 38:5 — Comments- The earth's size is critical to its ability to sustain life. If the earth were too large it would be a gaseous planet like Jupiter and Saturn and incapable of sustaining life. If it were too small it not have the gravity to create an atmosphere to sustain life, and would look barren like Mercury, Venus and Mars. The Lord measured the earth's size to the necessary specifications of the laws of gravity so that it could accept and sustain life.

Job 38:6 Whereupon are the foundations thereof fastened? or who laid the corner stone thereof;
Job 38:6 — "Whereupon are the foundations thereof fastened?" - Comments- The earth was "hung" in the sun's solar system, being fastened, or suspended, in orbit around the sun by its gravitational pull. 

"or who laid the corner stone thereof" - Comments- The description of the founding of the earth in Job 38:4-6 is likened to the laying of the cornerstone at a new construction site. This cornerstone determines the direction and dimensions the rest of the building that rests upon it.

Job 38:7 When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy?
Job 38:7 — "When the morning stars sang together" - Comments- Job 38:7 personifies the stars singing for joy at the time God created the earth. It is widely understood that "the morning stars" mean angelic beings (Henry, 29] Clarke, 30] Barnes, JFB, 31] Zöckler). In support of this view, Zöckler and Barnes refer to Isaiah 14:12 where Lucifer is called the "son of the morning," and the fact that this statement stands parallel to "sons of God" in Hebrew poetry. 32] Barnes suggests these morning stars refer to the more "distinguished" angelic beings in heaven. Since Job 38:7 informs us that angels were created before the heavens and the earth, and since the sun, moon and stars were not created until the fourth day in the Creation Story ( Genesis 1:1 to Genesis 2:3), it appears that the phrase "morning stars" stands parallel to and synonymous with "sons of God", so that both phrases refer to angelic beings. We also find the phrase "morning star" used in Revelation 22:16 as a reference the Jesus Christ, who shines brighter than any other saint of God, and in Revelation 2:28.

29] Matthew Henry, Job, in Matthew Henry"s Commentary on the Whole Bible, New Modern Edition, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers, Inc, 1991), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), notes on Job 38:7.

30] Adam Clarke, Job , in Adam Clarke"s Commentary, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1996), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), notes on Job 38:7.

31] Robert Jamieson, A. R. Fausset, and David Brown, Job , in A Commentary, Critical and Explanatory, on the Old and New Testaments, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on Job 38:7.

32] Otto Zckler, The Book of Job , trans. by L. J. Evans, in Lange's Commentary on the Holy Scriptures, ed. Philip Schaff (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1872), 602; Albert Barnes, Notes, Critical, Illustrative, and Practical, on the Book of Job , vol 2 (New York: George A. Leavitt, 1852), 213.

Isaiah 14:12, "How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!"

Revelation 2:28, "And I will give him the morning star."

Revelation 22:16, "I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star."

We also find a similar phrase "the day star" used in 2 Peter 1:19.

2 Peter 1:19, "We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts:"

However, Rawlinson interprets "the morning stars" in a literal sense as the stars of heaven singing together. 33] This would require the creation story of Job 38:4-7 to include all six days of creation so that the heavenly bodies would have had time to be created on the fourth day. Amazingly, modern science now supports this possibility. The first man to discover extra-terrestrial noise was Karl Jansky, who discovered radio waves coming from the center of the Milky Way Galaxy in August 1931, opening the door for the science of radio astronomy. 34] Since then, scientists have discovered that the planet earth emits a number of sounds, from "an ear-piercing series of chirps" to low frequency "hums". This implies that all planetary bodies emit sounds of varying frequencies, so that all solar systems emits sounds, giving scientific evidence that "stars sing together". 35]

33] George Rawlinson, Job , in The Pulpit Commentary, edited by H. D. M. Spence and Joseph Exell (Grand Rapids, Michigan: William. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co, 1950), in Ages Digital Library, v 10 [CD-ROM] (Rio, WI: Ages Software, Inc, 2001), notes on Job 38:7.

34] "Karl Guthe Jansky," in Wikipedia The Free Encyclopedia (San Francisco, California: Wikipedia Foundation, Inc.) [on-line]; accessed 20 January 2009; available from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karl_Guthe_Jansky: Internet; Ronald Smothers, "Commemorating a Discovery in Radio Astronomy," in The New York Times, 9 June 1998 [on-line]; accessed 20 January 2009; available from http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html?res=9804E 3DE 153AF 93AA 35755C 0A 96E 958260; Internet.

35] Robert Roy Britt, "Earth's Screams Recorded in Space," on Fox News [on-line]; accessed Wednesday, 2July 2008; available at http://www.foxnews.com/story/0 ,2933 ,374621 ,00.html; Internet. This article reads, "Earth emits an ear-piercing series of chirps and whistles that could be heard by any aliens who might be listening, if they"re out there. The sound is awful, a new recording from space reveals. Scientists have known about the radiation since the 1970s. It is created high above the planet, where charged particles from the solar wind collide with Earth"s magnetic field. It is related to the phenomenon that generates the colorful aurora, or Northern Lights. The radio waves are blocked by the ionosphere, a charged layer atop our atmosphere, so they do not reach Earth. That"s good, because the out-of-this-world radio waves are 10 ,000 times stronger than even the strongest military signal, the researchers said, and they would overwhelm all radio stations on the planet. Theorists had long figured the radio waves, which were not well studied, oozed into space in an ever-widening cone, like light from a torch. But new data from the European Space Agency"s Cluster mission, a group of four high-flying satellites, reveals the bursts of radio waves head off to the cosmos in beam-like fashion, instead. This means they"re more detectable to anyone who might be listening. The Auroral Kilometric Radiation (AKR), as it is called, is beamed out in a narrow plane, as if someone had put a mask over a torch and left a slit for the radiation to escape. This flat beam could be detected by aliens who"ve figured this process out, the researchers say. The knowledge could also be used by Earth"s astronomers to detect planets around other stars, if they can build a new radio telescope big enough for the search. They could also learn more about Jupiter and Saturn by studying AKR, which should emit from the auroral activity on those worlds, too. ‘Whenever you have aurora, you get AKR,' said Robert Mutel, a University of Iowa researcher involved in the work. The AKR bursts — Mutel and colleagues studied 12 ,000 of them — originate in spots the size of a large city a few thousand miles above Earth and above the region where the Northern Lights form. ‘We can now determine exactly where the emission is coming from,' Mutel said. Our planet is also known to hum, a mysterious low-frequency sound thought to be caused by the churning ocean or the roiling atmosphere."

Job 38:7 — "and all the sons of God shouted for joy" - Comments- To whom is the phrase "sons of God" referring to, celestial beings, or angels? Note: 

Job 1:6,"Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among them."

Job 2:1, "Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among them to present himself before the LORD."

Job 38:7, "When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy?"

Note the use of the term "son of men" in Psalm 4:2; Psalm 31:19; Psalm 33:13; Psalm 57:4; Psalm 58:1; Psalm 145:2, Proverbs 8:4; Proverbs 8:31, Ecclesiastes 1:13; Ecclesiastes 2:3; Ecclesiastes 2:8; Ecclesiastes 3:10; Ecclesiastes 3:18-19; Ecclesiastes 8:11; Ecclesiastes 9:3; Ecclesiastes 9:12, Isaiah 52:14, Jeremiah 32:19, Daniel 5:21, Daniel 10:16, Joel 1:12, Micah 5:7. Since this phrase is used primarily in the Hebrew books of poetry, it appears to be a poetic term, since there was a Hebrew word for angel ( מַלְאָךְ) (H 4397) that was used two hundred fourteen (214) times in the Old Testament. Its poetic nature becomes even more evident when the phrase is contrasted with "the daughters of men" and "sons of men."

Note "man....son of man" in Psalm 8:4, "What is Prayer of Manasseh , that thou art mindful of him? and the son of Prayer of Manasseh , that thou visitest him?"

Note also: Hosea 1:10, "Ye are the sons of the living God." This is a reference to the church age and its future. Thus, in the New Testament, the phrase, "we are sons of God" is used. So: 

Romans 8:16, "The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God."

Conclusion: "Sons of God" in Genesis 6:2 seems to refer to angelic creatures of God, and "sons of man" refers to earthly humans.

The ancient Jewish The Book of Jubilees, written a few centuries before Christ, describes these "sons of God" as angels who had come down to the sons of men in order to teach them in the ways of righteousness. But some of them defiled themselves with the daughters of men.

"And in the second week of the tenth jubilee 449-55 A.M.] Mahalalel took unto him to wife Dinah, the daughter of Barakiel the daughter of his father"s brother, and she bare him a son in the third week in the sixth year, 461 A.M.] and he called his name Jared, for in his days the angels of the Lord descended on the earth, those who are named the Watchers, that they should instruct the children of men, and that they should do judgment and uprightness on the earth..…And in the twelfth jubilee, 582-88] in the seventh week thereof, he took to himself a wife, and her name was Edna, the daughter of Danel, the daughter of his father"s brother, and in the sixth year in this week 587 A.M.] she bare him a son and he called his name Methuselah. And he was moreover with the angels of God these six jubilees of years, and they showed him everything which is on earth and in the heavens, the rule of the sun, and he wrote down everything. And he testified to the Watchers, who had sinned with the daughters of men; for these had begun to unite themselves, so as to be defiled, with the daughters of men, and Enoch testified against (them) all." (The Book of Jubilees 415-23) 36]

36] The Book of Jubilees, trans. R. H. Charles, in The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament in English With Introductions and Critical and Explanatory Notes to the Several Books, vol 2, ed. R. H. Charles, 1-82 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1913), 18-9.

Job 38:8-11 — God Garments the Earth With Clouds and the Sea - Job 38:8-11 describes the forming of the seas and the clouds that would appear to garment the earth if viewed from space. A properly sized earth could now sustain an atmosphere and hold liquid water on its surface. The sea below and the clouds above need to be in place in preparation for the creation of life. We see this aspect of creation in Genesis 1:6-10, when God created a firmament to divide the waters into seas and clouds.

Job 38:8 Or who shut up the sea with doors, when it brake forth, as if it had issued out of the womb?
Job 38:8 — Comments- Once the earth was sized correctly to sustain an atmosphere so that it could hold liquid water ( Job 38:5), and fastened in orbit by gravity ( Job 38:6), God was able to use the laws of physics to separate the waters from the land and create the seas. 

Job 38:9 When I made the cloud the garment thereof, and thick darkness a swaddlingband for it,
Job 38:9 — Comments- The atmosphere was necessary in order to sustain life. Clouds were formed from separating the waters below and the waters above.

Job 38:10 And brake up for it my decreed place, and set bars and doors,
Job 38:11 And said, Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further: and here shall thy proud waves be stayed?
Job 38:12-13 — God Created Light to Judge the Wicked - The dawn takes the earth by its edges and shakes it. Then, all the wicked fall out, i.e, when morning comes, all the wicked (children of darkness) run and hide ( John 3:19). We see the creation of light on the first day of the Creation Story ( Genesis 1:3-5).

John 3:19, "And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil."

Job 38:15 And from the wicked their light is withholden, and the high arm shall be broken.
Job 38:15 — Comments- God's plan of redemption for mankind is designed to sustain righteousness upon earth while judging the wicked. However, redemption is not limited to mankind, but the rest of His creation as well; for the earth was made subject to vanity at the time of man's fall. Paul the apostle tells us that all of creation groans and travails, awaiting the redemption of mankind so that it can be restored to perfect order ( Romans 8:19-23). Thus, every aspect of God's creation is designed to judge wickedness and man's pride. Job 38:15 tells us that light is withheld from the wicked. We know that in Hell there is no light, because the presence of God is not there to give light. Figuratively speaking, Jesus spoke in parables to the people, hiding the light of God's truth from those who would not seek Him as their Lord and Saviour.

Job 38:16 Hast thou entered into the springs of the sea? or hast thou walked in the search of the depth?
Job 38:16 — Comments- The earliest recorded references about man's knowledge that springs existed in the depths of the sea are found in the writings of Strabo, a Roman geographer who lived 63 B.C. to A.D 21.

Job 38:23 Which I have reserved against the time of trouble, against the day of battle and war?
Job 38:23 — Comments- The Scriptures give us a number of examples of God using hail to judge mankind.

Exodus 9:18, "Behold, to morrow about this time I will cause it to rain a very grievous hail, such as hath not been in Egypt since the foundation thereof even until now."

Exodus 9:24, "So there was hail, and fire mingled with the hail, very grievous, such as there was none like it in all the land of Egypt since it became a nation."

Joshua 10:11, "And it came to pass, as they fled from before Israel, and were in the going down to Bethhoron, that the LORD cast down great stones from heaven upon them unto Azekah, and they died: they were more which died with hailstones than they whom the children of Israel slew with the sword."

Isaiah 30:30, "And the LORD shall cause his glorious voice to be heard, and shall shew the lighting down of his arm, with the indignation of his anger, and with the flame of a devouring fire, with scattering, and tempest, and hailstones."

Ezekiel 13:11-13, "Say unto them which daub it with untempered morter, that it shall fall: there shall be an overflowing shower; and ye, O great hailstones, shall fall; and a stormy wind shall rend it. Lo, when the wall is fallen, shall it not be said unto you, Where is the daubing wherewith ye have daubed it? Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD I will even rend it with a stormy wind in my fury; and there shall be an overflowing shower in mine anger, and great hailstones in my fury to consume it."

Revelation 16:21, "And there fell upon men a great hail out of heaven, every stone about the weight of a talent: and men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail; for the plague thereof was exceeding great."

Job 38:31 Canst thou bind the sweet influences of Pleiades, or loose the bands of Orion?
Job 38:31 — "Canst thou bind the sweet influences of Pleiades" - Word Study on "sweet influences" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word ( מַעֲדַנָּה) (H 4575) means, "bands," and is derived from the root verb ( עָנַד), which means, "to bind." K&D translate it "bindings" or "twistings." The LXX uses the Greek word δεσμό ν (band).

Comments- The English translation "sweet influences" (KJV) reflects the view that this Hebrew word is derived from the root verb ( עָדַן) (eden), which echoes the idea of pleasure or delight. William Wright says the phrase "sweet influences" is derived from the belief that the stars held sway over man's destiny. 37] However, other commentators believe this phrase reflects the dawning and pleasures of spring in April when these stars become first visible after hiding throughout the course of winter (see Clarke, JFB).

37] William Aldis Wright, "Pleiades," in Dr. William Smith's Dictionary of the Bible, vol 3, eds. H. B. Hackett and Ezra Abbot (Boston: Houghton, Mifflin and Company, 1889), 2549.

Word Study on "Pleiades" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word ( כִּימָה) (kiymah) (Pleiades) (H 3598) means, "a heap, a cluster." Strong defines this word as "Pleiades, seven stars," and is derived from an unused primitive root ( כּוּמָז) (H 3558) that means, "to store away." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word "cimah" is found three times in the Old Testament ( Job 9:9; Job 38:31, Amos 5:8), being translated in the KJV as, "Pleiades 2, seven stars 1."

Job 9:9, "Which maketh Arcturus, Orion, and Pleiades, and the chambers of the south."

Job 38:31, "Canst thou bind the sweet influences of Pleiades, or loose the bands of Orion?"

Amos 5:8, "Seek him that maketh the seven stars and Orion, and turneth the shadow of death into the morning, and maketh the day dark with night: that calleth for the waters of the sea, and poureth them out upon the face of the earth: The LORD is his name:"

Comments- Webster tells us that the English name "Pleiades" is derived from Greek mythology, referring to "the seven daughters of Atlas and the nymph Pleione, fabled to have been made by Jupiter a constellation in the sky." As a constellation, it is "a group of small stars in the neck of the constellation Taurus." Since there are only six of these pleiads that are "distinctly visible to the naked eye," the ancient Greeks supposed that "a sister had concealed herself out of shame for having loved a mortal, Sisyphus." Hence, the KJV renders this same Hebrew word as "the seven stars" in Amos 5:8.

Job 38:31 — "or loose the bands of Orion" - Word Study on "Orion" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "Orion" "kes-eel" ( כְּסִיל) (H 3685) means, "a fool." Strong says it is derived from the primitive root ( כָּסַל) (H 3684), which literally means, "to be fat," and figuratively, "to be silly." Thus, this constellation is also called "the Fool." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used only 4times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Orion 3, constellation 1." This word is used in Job 38:31 and Amos 5:8 as the name of one of several constellations. Isaiah 13:10 uses this word in its plural form in a wider sense to mean all of the constellations in the heavens.

Job 38:31, "Canst thou bind the sweet influences of Pleiades, or loose the bands of Orion?"

Amos 5:8, "Seek him that maketh the seven stars and Orion, and turneth the shadow of death into the morning, and maketh the day dark with night: that calleth for the waters of the sea, and poureth them out upon the face of the earth: The LORD is his name:"

Isaiah 13:10, "For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall not give their light: the sun shall be darkened in his going forth, and the moon shall not cause her light to shine."

Comments- Webster says that Orion is "a large and bright constellation on the equator between the stars Aldebaran and Sirius…it contains a remarkable nebula visible to the naked eye." In addition, John Gill tells us that the Hebrew name "Cesil" ( כְּסִיל) is a derivative of the name of the Hebrew month "Cisleu," which corresponds to the Roman calendar of November and December at which time this constellation is visible in the Middle East. He says because this constellation appears during the stormy, winter season, Virgil referred to it as "nimbosus Orion," or "stormy Orion." 38]

38] John Gill, Job , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on Job 9:9.

Comments- The legend of this constellation is of a celebrated mythological hero who was bound in the heavens for an unsuccessful war against the gods. Thus, Job 38:31 describes Orion as being bound with cords. Among the Eastern tradition this individual was identified as Nemrod, who rebelled against the Lord in Genesis. 39] However, the Greeks identified this person as Orion, a celebrated hunter in the oldest Greek mythology of a gigantic stature. 40]

39] Albert Barnes, Job , in Barnes" Notes, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1997), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), comments on Job 9:9.

40] David H. Levy, "Orion," in The World Book Encyclopedia, vol 14 (Chicago: World Book, Inc, 1994), 856.

Job 38:32 Canst thou bring forth Mazzaroth in his season? or canst thou guide Arcturus with his sons?
Job 38:32 — "Canst thou bring forth Mazzaroth in his season" - Word Study on "Mazzaroth" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "Mazzaroth" "mazzarah" ( מַזָּרֹות) (H 4216) means, "the signs of the Zodiac." Strong says it means, "some noted constellation;" but since it is used only in the plural, "perhaps the zodiac." BDB says it refers to "the 12signs of the Zodiac and their 36 constellations." Strong says the word many have originated from ( נָזַר) (H 5144), which means, "to dedicate, consecrate, separate." This suggests that the constellations of the Zodiac were set apart for a particular purpose. This Hebrew word is only used one time in the Old Testament. Holladay suggests that this word may take the broader meaning of "the constellations," or it may refer specifically to Venus, it being "the evening and morning star," or "Hyades (in Taurus)." These particular stars could be viewed as one of the morning stars. Holladay and John Gill also suggest that it may refer to the southern constellations which are "separated," or "hidden," from view from this region of the world.

The LXX transliterates the Hebrew word as " μαζουρωθ" in Job 38:32, which means that these Hebrew letters are simply converted into another alphabet. Jerome translates it "luciferum" (VgClem) as a reference to the morning star. In the KJV and many other modern English versions, the Hebrew word ( מַזָּרֹות) is not translated, but rather transliterated as "Mazzaroth" (ASV, BBE, ESV, HNV, JPS, KJV, LXX, NAB, NRSV, RSV, YLT). Many other English versions translate this Hebrew word to give the broader meaning, "the constellations" (Darby, God'sWord, LITV, NIV, WEB). The NCV reads, "the stars." The NLT reads, "the sequence [of the seasons]." Rotherham translates it, "The Signs of the Zodiac."

Word Study on "season" - Strong says the Hebrew word "season" "ayth" ( עֵת) (H 6256) means, "time." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 296 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "time 257, season 16, when 7, always 4, eveningtide + 061532, misc 10."

Comments- The sentence, "Canst thou bring forth Mazzaroth in his season?" could read, "Can you bring forth the twelve major constellations and their thirty-six associated constellations in the twelve times [months] of the year?"

Job 38:32 — "or canst thou guide Arcturus with his sons" - Word Study on "Arcturus" - Strong tells us that the Hebrew word "ayish" ( עַיִשׁ) (H 5906) comes from ( עוּש) (H 5789), which means, "to hasten." However, Easton suggests that the word "aish" is derived from an Arabic word meaning "night-watcher" because this constellation revolves around the North Pole and never sets. John Gill says that Arcturus does set in the horizon, first appearing in early September at the beginning of stormy weather preceding winter. 41]

41] John Gill, Job , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on Job 9:9.

Comments- Webster tells us that the English name Arcturus is derived from the Latin "arcturus" (OE. artik, OF. artique, F. arctique, L. arcticus, L. Arcturus), which is derived from the Greek words αρκτος ουρα , meaning "bear tail." It is in the same family of words with "arctic," which means, "Pertaining to, or situated under, the northern constellation called the Bear." In addition, the alternate title "Ursa Major" is derived from the Latin "ursus" meaning, "bear."

Scholars give us several opinions as to the identification of the Hebrew word "Arcturus" "ayish" ( עַיִשׁ) (H 5906). Some say that it refers to the constellation commonly known as "the Great Bear," "Ursa Major," or "Charles' Wain" (Smith, ISBE) 42] Others, such as Easton, tells us that Arcturus refers to a single star called "bear-keeper," which is the brightest star within the constellation Bootes located near the Bear.

42] E. W. Maunder, "Arcturus," and "Astronomy, II," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word ( עַיִשׁ) is used only 2times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Arcturus 2." Its second use in found in Job 38:32 and makes a reference to "his sons," which supports the second view that the Hebrew word Arcturus is the brightest star within a constellation of stars. However, it may be that the name for this bright star is being used to identify its constellation as well. 

Job 38:32, "Canst thou bring forth Mazzaroth in his season? or canst thou guide Arcturus with his sons?"

Comments- The NIV reads, "the Bear with its cubs." Rotherham reads, "the Bear and her Young." JFB says that this refers to Ursa Major and the three stars in its tail. 

Job 38:33 Knowest thou the ordinances of heaven? canst thou set the dominion thereof in the earth?
Job 38:33 — Comments- The ancients understood that the heavens held mysterious laws that determined the seasons and other natural events upon the earth. 

"Knowest thou the ordinances of heaven" - Comments- Job 38:33 a tells us that there are laws that govern the heavenly bodies, which we know today as the laws of physics. 

"canst thou set the dominion thereof in the earth?" - Comments- Job 38:33 b can be interpreted to read that the earth answers to these heavenly ordinances (BBE, KD). For example, since 1792 The Old Farmer's Almanac has been used in an effort to plant crops by these laws, and ancient astrologers advised kings by watching the course of the stars and heavenly bodies. Yet, today much knowledge of the laws and effects of the universe are still beyond our knowledge.

BBE, "Have you knowledge of the laws of the heavens? did you give them rule over the earth?"

Keil & Delitzsch, "Knowest thou the laws of heaven, Or dost thou define its influence on the earth?" 43]

43] C. F. Keil, and F. Delitzsch, The Book of Job , in Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament: New Updated Edition, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1996), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), notes on Job 38:31-38.

We find similar statements in Genesis 1:14-19 and Jeremiah 31:35
Genesis 1:14, "And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years: And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth: and it was so. And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night: he made the stars also. And God set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth, And to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness: and God saw that it was good. And the evening and the morning were the fourth day."

Jeremiah 31:35, "Thus saith the LORD, which giveth the sun for a light by day, and the ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a light by night, which divideth the sea when the waves thereof roar; The LORD of hosts is his name:"

Job 38:38 When the dust groweth into hardness, and the clods cleave fast together?
Job 38:38 — Comments- Job 38:38 describes the dry earth in need of rain and moisture in order to fulfill its design and purpose of growing plants to feed the beasts of the field, and providing a place they can rest. 



Verse 39 

God As Sustainer of Life on the Earth — - In Job 38:39 to Job 39:30 God reveals Himself as the sustainer of all life on earth. Here is a proposed outline of this passage:

God Sustains the Lion — Job 38:39-40
God Sustains the Raven — Job 38:41
God Sustains the Wild Goats & Deer — Job 39:1-4
God Sustains the Wild Donkey — Job 39:5-8
God Sustains the Wild Ox — Job 39:9-12
God Sustains the Ostrich — Job 39:13-18
God Sustains the Horse — Job 39:19-25
God Sustains the Hawk & Eagle — Job 39:26-30
In this passage of Scripture God will describe the mysteries of nature. Modern science explains animal behaviour as an instinct with which all animals have at birth. Others call these mysteries "Mother Nature." Actually, God is directing each animal's behaviour upon earth.

Illustration- As young boys roaming the woods in Florida, we found a bird"s nest with three small birds in it. It seems that they were either young mocking birds or blue jays. In our excitement we snatched them out of their nest and took them home to feed and raise them ourselves. Kids love pets. All three of us worked to feed them. Ants crawled on them. Then, Mom came and tried to help us out. Yet the four of us were not able to raise those three small birds. Unfortunately, these small birds died. God had equipped one little mother bird to do what three boys and a mom could not do.

39 Chapter 39 

Verses 1-30 

Job 39:10 Canst thou bind the unicorn with his band in the furrow? or will he harrow the valleys after thee?
Job 39:9-10 — Word Study on "the unicorn" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "unicorn" ( רְאֵם) (H 7214) probably refers the wild bull. Therefore, modern English versions often translated the word as "wild ox." The Enhanced Strong says the Hebrew word is found 9 times in the Old Testament and is translated "unicorn" all 9 times in the KJV. This word is only found in Hebrew poetry.

Job 39:27 Doth the eagle mount up at thy command, and make her nest on high?
Job 39:27 — Word Study on "the eagle" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "eagle" ( נֶשֶׁר) (H 5404) means, "eagle (or other large bird of prey." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 26 times in the Old Testament, bring translated in the KJV as "eagle 26." Gesenius also tells us that this Hebrew word can carry a wider range of meanings beside "eagle." He says that the reference in Micah 1:16 refers to a bird that is bald, which more closely describes a vulture than an eagle, and Job 39:30 and Proverbs 30:17 describe a bird that eats carcasses, something more likely to describe a vulture than an eagle.

Micah 1:16, "Make thee bald, and poll thee for thy delicate children; enlarge thy baldness as the eagle; for they are gone into captivity from thee."

Job 39:27-30, "Doth the eagle mount up at thy command, and make her nest on high? She dwelleth and abideth on the rock, upon the crag of the rock, and the strong place. From thence she seeketh the prey, and her eyes behold afar off. Her young ones also suck up blood: and where the slain are, there is she."

Proverbs 30:17, "The eye that mocketh at his father, and despiseth to obey his mother, the ravens of the valley shall pick it out, and the young eagles shall eat it."

Note also a more likely reference to the vulture than the eagle in the New Testament:

Matthew 24:28, "For wheresoever the carcase Isaiah , there will the eagles be gathered together."

Job 39:28 She dwelleth and abideth on the rock, upon the crag of the rock, and the strong place.
40 Chapter 40 

Verses 1-24 

Job 40:1-2 — God Closes His First Speech to Job - In Job 40:1-2 God ends His first dialogue with Job with a rhetorical question asking who is able to contend with or instruct Him, the Creator and Overseer of the Earth. In other words, who dares to question God's ways.

Job 40:1 Moreover the LORD answered Job , and said,
Job 40:2 Shall he that contendeth with the Almighty instruct him? he that reproveth God, let him answer it.
Job 40:2 — Comments- Job's contention was that he was suffering without a cause. He could not see its redemptive purpose, although his faith would testify to all generations following.

Job 40:3-5 — Job's First Reply to God - God has demanded a reply from Job in Job 38:8. This first reply is recorded in Job 40:3-5. While Job had replied to his three friends with lengthy discourses, he becomes speechless before Almighty God.

Job 40:6 to Job 41:34 — God's Second Speech to Job - Job 40:6 to Job 41:34 contains God's second speech to Job. Here is a proposed outline of this passage.

1. God's Challenge to Job — Job 40:6-14
2. Behemoth — Job 40:15-24
3. Leviathan — Job 41:1-34
Job 40:7 Gird up thy loins now like a man: I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me.
Job 40:7 — "I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me" - Comments- God demands Job to reply a second time, which reply is recorded in Job 42:1-6.



Verses 15-24 

God Describes Behemoth to Job (Historical Study on "Behemoth") - In Job 40:15-24 God describes to Job the greatest land animal under His creation, which in Hebrew is called "behemoth" ( בְּהֵמֹות) (H 930). Efforts to identify this creature continue into the present day. The oldest witnesses are found in the writings of the Jewish Pseudepigrapha, which refer to Leviathan and Behemoth as two, somewhat mythological creatures (1Enoch 607-9, 23-24, 4Ezra 49-52, 2Baruch 294). The tradition of Jewish rabbis reflects this mythological idea about these two creatures (The Targum of Jonathan, Genesis 1:21, The Targum on Psalm 50:10, Isaiah 27:1). The LXX translates the Hebrew word "behemoth" into the Greek ( θηρια) "wild beasts." Adam Clarke tells us the Vulgate, Syriac and Arabic versions transliterate the Hebrew name "behemoth," and he points out that the old English translations of the Scriptures are of no help in determining this creature's identity. 49] For example, the Wycliffite Version (1381) reads "behemot," 50] The Coverdale Bible (1535) reads "the cruell beaste," 51] and The Geneva Bible (1560) reads, "behemoth." 52] Matthew Henry notes that the most ancient Church tradition ascribes it to the elephant. 53] John Gill gives a lengthy discussion for the elephant. 54] However, with the development of comparative philology emerging out of the Renaissance, word studies favor a different animal. Modern scholarship suggests an Egyptian origin to this Hebrew word, meaning "water ox," "Nile horse," or "hippopotamus." BDB (1906) says it refers to the hippopotamus, with the origin "from an (assumed) Egyptian p-ehemau, "ox of the water." Therefore, most modern lexicons, dictionaries and commentators define "behemoth" as the hippopotamus (Watson, 1833], Gesenius 1834], Barr 1837], BTD 1854], Smith 1863], Eadie 1872], Zöckler 1872], 55] Strong 1896], Baker 2003]). However, this modern view is not exclusive. Driver (ICC), who is not alone in his view, denies this Egyptian word origin and translates it as "a colossal beast". 56] Holladay (1971) suggests either the hippopotamus or crocodile. The TWOT (1980) favors the hippopotamus, but allows for another creature. Because of the description of a large tail that fits neither an elephant nor hippopotamus ( Job 40:17), some suggest that "behemoth" refers to an extinct land creature (Good) 57], perhaps a mammoth (Clarke) 58], or a dinosaur, such as diplodocus or brachiosaurus (BDB). 

49] Adam Clarke, Job to Song of Solomon , vol 3 , in The Holy Bible Containing the Old and New Testaments, 6 vols. (London: Thomas Tegg and Song of Solomon , 1836), 1895.

50] Josiah Forshall and Frederic Madden, editors, The Books of Job ,, Psalm ,, Proverbs ,, Ecclesiastes , and the Song of Solomon According to the Wycliffite Version made by Nicholas de Hereford About A.D 1381and Revised by John Purvey About A.D 1388 (Oxford: The Clarendon Press, c 1850, 1881), 54-5.
51] Myles Coverdale, The Holy Scriptures (London: Paternoster Press, 1535, reprint 1838).

52] The Bible: That is the Holy Scriptures Contained in the Old and New Testament. London: Robert Barker, c 1560, 1615.

53] Matthew Henry, Job, in Matthew Henry"s Commentary on the Whole Bible, New Modern Edition, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers, Inc, 1991), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), notes on Job 40:15. For example, Robertson's Compendious Hebrew Dictionary (c 1654) says behemoth refers to the elephant.

54] John Gill, Job , in John Gill's Expositor, in OnLine Bible, v 20 [CD-ROM] (Nederland: Online Bible Foundation, 1992-2005), notes on Job 40:15.

55] Otto Zckler, The Book of Job , trans. by L. J. Evans, in Lange's Commentary on the Holy Scriptures, ed. Philip Schaff (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1872), 619.

56] S. R. Driver and George B. Gray, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Book of Job , vol 2, in The International Critical Commentary, 2vols. (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1921), 326.

57] John M. Good, The Book of Job , Literally Translated From the Original Hebrew and Restored to its Natural Arrangement, (London: Bronxbourn, 1812), 476.

58] Adam Clarke, Job to Song of Solomon , vol 3 , in The Holy Bible Containing the Old and New Testaments, 6 vols. (London: Thomas Tegg and Song of Solomon , 1836), 1895.

The Elephant - The view of the elephant does not fit the entire description of behemoth. Although this beast is the largest land animal today ( Job 40:16-19), he does not eat grass like the ox ( Job 40:15), nor have a tail like a cedar ( Job 40:17). Although he plays in the rivers, he does not hide in the river under the lotuses ( Job 40:21-22).

The Hippopotamus - The view of the hippopotamus does not fit the entire description of behemoth. This beast does feed on grass like the ox ( Job 40:15), and is extremely large ( Job 40:16-19). However, he does not have a tail like a cedar ( Job 40:17), nor is he large enough to be considered the chief of the ways of God ( Job 40:19). He can hide in the rivers under the lotuses ( Job 40:21-22), and is not disturbed by a raging river ( Job 40:23), and would be difficult to capture ( Job 40:24).

The Crocodile- The view of the crocodile does not fit the entire description of behemoth. He does have a large tail ( Job 40:17), and he can hide in the river under the lotuses ( Job 40:21-22), and is not disturbed by a raging river ( Job 40:23). However, he does not feed on grass like the ox ( Job 40:15). Crocodiles can be large, and fossil records testify that they grew much larger, but he is not the largest land beast ( Job 40:19). 

The Dinosaur - The suggestion that "behemoth" most closely describes one of the largest plant-eating land dinosaurs is the view that I favor since the testimony of fossil records is a relatively recent consideration in biblical scholarship, and this beast most closely fits the description of the biblical text in Job 40:15-24. The plant-eating dinosaurs would have eaten grass like an ox ( Job 40:15). The largest species, brachiosaurus and the titanosaurians, would best fit the description of enormous size described in Job 40:16-19. These dinosaurs had tails like a cedar ( Job 40:17), and were the largest land animals every created by God ( Job 40:19). They could have hidden in larger rivers from predators ( Job 40:21-22), and would not have been afraid of flooding rivers ( Job 40:23). This beast would have been difficult to capture ( Job 40:24). A dinosaur does not have stones, or testicles ( Job 40:17), but this Hebrew word is best translated "thighs", which large size would have been a prominent characteristic of these large plant-eating dinosaurs.

Job 40:15 Behold now behemoth, which I made with thee; he eateth grass as an ox.
Job 40:15 — "Behold now behemoth" - Word Study on behemoth - The Hebrew word "bâhemowth" ( בְּהֵמֹות) (H 930) in Job 40:15 is transliterated into the KJV as "behemoth." BDB and Driver 59] call this grammatical construction the plural intensive of the Hebrew word ( בְּהֵמָה) (H 929) (meaning "beast, cattle"), so that "behemoth" carries the intensive meaning, "the great beast." Gesenius calls it the Hebrew plural of majesty. In all other Old Testament passages the plural Hebrew word "behemoth" is translated as "beasts" (see Deuteronomy 28:26; Deuteronomy 32:24, Job 12:7, Psalm 1:10, Isaiah 18:6; Isaiah 30:6, Jeremiah 12:4, Joel 1:20; Joel 2:22, Micah 5:8, Habakkuk 2:17).

59] S. R. Driver and George B. Gray, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Book of Job , vol 2, in The International Critical Commentary, 2vols. (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1921), 326.

Job 40:15 — "which I made with thee" - Comments- Driver translates the Hebrew preposition ( עִם) with its personal pronoun to mean, "which is beside thee." 60] This creature lived along side of mankind, so that the phrase means men could behold God's glory and majesty through the testimony of these enormous creatures. If behemoth refers to a dinosaur, then modern science teaches that these huge creatures died millions of years ago. However, there is growing evidence from creation scientists that many dinosaurs lived concurrently with mankind. This would allow man to observe behemoth as a large dinosaur, a majestic creature that testified to God's majesty.

60] S. R. Driver and George B. Gray, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Book of Job , vol 2, in The International Critical Commentary, 2vols. (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1921), 326.

Zckler gives the translation, "as well as thee," interpreting the phrase to mean that God made behemoth as well as man; He made them both. He believes this phrase compares behemoth and man as both being created by the handiwork of God, with the intent of further revealing to Job his frailty and weakness in the midst of God's creation. 61]

61] Otto Zckler, The Book of Job , trans. by L. J. Evans, in Lange's Commentary on the Holy Scriptures, ed. Philip Schaff (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1872), 619.

Job 40:15 — "he eateth grass as an ox" - Comments- This animal was not a fearsome predator, but a herbivore, which is normally docile when left to itself. These large vegetarians would have eaten enormous amounts of plant material in order to survive. It has been suggested by one creation scientist that God created the plant-eating dinosaurs in order to keep the large amount of vegetation in an ecological balance during the era before the Flood.

Within the context of this passage, the phrase "he eateth grass as an ox" is probably used to contrast the lower intelligence of this creature to man's higher intelligence. God takes time to divinely provide for this simple-minded giant, so that he can prosper on earth, a feat that can only be orchestrated by God Himself. If God daily intervenes in the affairs of His marvelous creation, how much more is He watching over Job.

Job 40:16-19 — Behemoth's Physical Features - Job 40:16-19 describes behemoth's physical features. The focus upon the creature's hindquarters and tail, and huge bones, being the largest creature made by God, leads me to support the view that behemoth was a large, plant-eating dinosaur.

Job 40:16 Lo now, his strength is in his loins, and his force is in the navel of his belly.
Job 40:16 — Word Study on "loins" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "loins" "mothen" ( מָתְנַיִם) (H 4975) means, "the loins, the lower part of the back." Strong says it comes from an unused root word meaning, "to be slender"; properly, it means, "the waist or small of the back; the loins." The TWOT says, "the hips, or lower part of the back; i.e. the middle part of the body." This Hebrew word is used only in the plural form. The Enhanced Strong says it is used 47 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "loins 42, side 4, greyhound 1."

Job 40:16 — Word Study on "the navel" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "navel" "shariyr" ( שָׁרִיר) (H 8306) means, "the firm part of the belly, i.e. the nerves, ligaments, muscles." Strong says it means, "a cord, i.e. (by analogy) sinew; a navel." The TWOT says it means, "sinew, muscle."

Job 40:16 — Comments- The most pronounced features of the large plant-eating dinosaurs, such as the titanosaurians, or diplodocus and brachiosaurus, were the tremendous size of their rear loins and bellies. Thus, Job 40:16 begins describing behemoth with its most outstanding features.

Job 40:17 He moveth his tail like a cedar: the sinews of his stones are wrapped together.
Job 40:17 — "He moveth his tail like a cedar" - Comments- The second most pronounced feature of the large plant-eating dinosaurs was the tremendous size of their tails. Thus, Job 40:17 continuing describing behemoth with its one of its most outstanding features. The view that behemoth refers to an elephant or hippopotamus fail when dealing with the description of a large tail, which neither have. Only the large dinosaurs had a tail of this size.

Job 40:17 — "the sinews of his stones are wrapped together" - Word Study on "stones" - Gesenius and TWOT say the Hebrew word "stones" "pachad" ( פַּחַד) (H 6344) means, "thighs." Strong says this word means, "testicle, stone." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used once in the Old Testament Most modern English translations read "thighs." (ASV, Darby, NIV, RSV, YLT). The LXX reads, "navel." Other English translations read "legs" (BBE). 

Job 40:18 His bones are as strong pieces of brass; his bones are like bars of iron.
Job 40:19 He is the chief of the ways of God: he that made him can make his sword to approach unto him.
Job 40:19 — "He is the chief of the ways of God" - Comments- The phrase "he is the chief of the ways of God" most likely refers to the size and strength of one of the largest beasts created by God. Thus, AmpBible reads "the first [in magnitude and power] of the works of God [in animal life]." Zöckler reads, "a master-piece of His creative power." 62] The NIV reads, "He ranks first among the works of God." Zöckler understands the phrase "of the ways of God" to refer to "the displays of His creative activity in creating and governing the universe." 63]

62] Otto Zckler, The Book of Job , trans. by L. J. Evans, in Lange's Commentary on the Holy Scriptures, ed. Philip Schaff (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1872), 620.

63] Otto Zckler, The Book of Job , trans. by L. J. Evans, in Lange's Commentary on the Holy Scriptures, ed. Philip Schaff (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1872), 620.

The tallest and heaviest dinosaur known today from good skeletal remains comes from the fossils of a Brachiosaurus brancai, discovered in Tanzania between 1907-12. This dinosaur has been mounted 39 feet tall and 74feet long. It could have weighted up to 70 ,000,130 ,000lb. when roaming on the earth. Partial remains of other larger dinosaurs suggest they may have reached 110 feet in length, some standing 59 feet tall, and others weighing up to 90 to 110 short tons. 64] Thus, the dinosaur was the "chief of God's ways."

64] "Dinosaurs," in The Free Encyclopedia (San Francisco, California: Wikipedia Foundation, Inc.) [on-line]; accessed 8 December 2008; available from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dinosaur; Internet.

Job 40:19 — "he that made him can make his sword to approach unto him" - Comments- The meaning of the phrase "he that made him can make his sword to approach unto him" has been a challenge for scholars.

Job 40:20-24 — Behemoth's Behaviour - While Job 40:16-19 described behemoth's physical features, Job 40:20-24 describes his instinctive behaviour. Although the physical features most closely resembles a large plant-eating dinosaur, the creature's behaviour clearly suggests the hippopotamus, since he grazes upon grass like an ox, and hides in the rivers. We do not know the behaviour patterns of the ancient dinosaurs, but we assume they could behave themselves in a similar fashion.

Job 40:20 Surely the mountains bring him forth food, where all the beasts of the field play.
Job 40:20 — Comments- "The mountains bring him forth food" in the sense that they provide grazing for behemoth. He grazes on the mountain slopes "where all the beasts of the field play" means that he grazes alongside other herbivores in the same way several species of animals, such as zebra and antelope, graze together as a means of protection on the grassy plains of Africa.



Verses 15-34 

God Describes the Largest Animals in Creation- In Job 40:15 through Job 41:34 God describes the greatest land animal ( Job 40:15-24), then the greatest animal of the sea in His divine creation ( Job 41:1-34). The point of God describing these two majestic creatures is to point out to Job that if man cannot tame God's creatures, neither can he overcome a contest against God. This passage further reveals to Job his frailty and weakness as one of God's creatures.

The story of Leviathan and Behemoth are embedded in ancient Jewish mythology. The Jewish Pseudepigrapha refer to these two monsters on a number of occasions as figurative images of wickedness. According to ancient Jewish tradition, these two creatures were made on the fifth day of creation and are now reserved by God to be later used as a part of the fulfillment of their Messianic prophecies.

"And on that day were two monsters parted, a female monster named Leviathan, to dwell in the abysses of the ocean over the fountains of the waters. But the male is named Behemoth, who occupied with his breast a waste wilderness named Duidain, on the east of the garden where the elect and righteous dwell, where my grandfather was taken up, the seventh from Adam, the first man whom the Lord of Spirits created. And I besought the other angel that he should show me the might of those monsters, how they were parted on one day and cast, the one into the abysses of the sea, and the other unto the dry land of the wilderness." (1Enoch 607-9) 44]

44] 1Enoch, trans. R. H. Charles, ed. R. H. Charles, in The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament in English With Introductions and Critical and Explanatory Notes to the Several Books, vol 2 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1913), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), . 

"And these things I saw towards the Garden of the Righteous. And the angel of peace who was with me said to me: These two monsters, prepared conformably to the greatness of God, shall feed. . ." (1Enoch 6023-24) 45]

45] 1Enoch, trans. R. H. Charles, ed. R. H. Charles, in The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament in English With Introductions and Critical and Explanatory Notes to the Several Books, vol 2 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1913), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), .

"Then didst thou preserve "two living creatures"; the name of the one thou didst call Behemoth and the name of the other thou didst call Leviathan. And thou didst separate the one from the other; for the seventh part, where the water was gathered together, was unable to hold them (both). And thou didst give Behemoth one of the parts which had been dried up on the third day to dwell in, (that namely) where are a thousand hills: but unto Leviathan thou gavest the seventh part, namely the moist: and thou hast reserved them to be devoured by whom thou wilt and when." (4Ezra 49-52) 46]

46] 4Ezra, trans. G. H. Box, ed. R. H. Charles, in The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament in English With Introductions and Critical and Explanatory Notes to the Several Books, vol 2 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1913), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), .

"And Behemoth shall be revealed from his place and Leviathan shall ascend from the sea, those two great monsters which I created on the fifth day of creation, and shall have kept until that time; and then they shall be for food for all that are left." (2Baruch 294) 47]

47] 2Baruch, trans. R. H. Charles, ed. R. H. Charles, in The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament in English With Introductions and Critical and Explanatory Notes to the Several Books, vol 2 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1913), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), .

Rabbinic tradition reflects a similar approach in identifying these two creatures. 

"And the Lord said, Let the lakes of the waters swarm forth the reptile, the living animal, and the fowl which flieth, whose nest is upon the earth; and let the way of the bird be upon the air of the expanse of the heavens. And the Lord created the great tanins, the Leviticus -ya-than and his yoke-fellow which are prepared for the day of consolation, and every living animal which creepeth, and which the clear waters had swarmed forth after their kind; the kinds which are clean, and the kinds which are not clean; and every fowl which flieth with wings after their kinds, the clean and the unclean." (The Targum of Jonathan Genesis 1:21) 48]

48] J. W. Etheridge, The Targum of Jonathan Ben Uzziel On the Pentateuch With The Fragments of the Jerusalem Targum From the Chaldee (1862).

Church tradition has followed a literal interpretation for these two creatures, attempting to identify them with some of God's larger animals, such as the elephant and mastodon, the hippopotamus, the crocodile, the whale, and the dinosaur.

41 Chapter 41 

Verses 1-34 

Job 41:1-34 — God Describes Leviathan to Job - In Job 41:1-10 God describes to Job the greatest aquatic animal under His creation, which in Hebrew is called "leviathan" ( לִוְיָתָן). Regarding the identification of this sea creature, the most popular view understands this creature as a crocodile, which inhabits the rivers. The view of a crocodile is supported by the verses describing leviathan's reptile characteristics: fierce teeth ( Job 41:14), and his scales ( Job 41:7; Job 41:15; Job 41:23). Another popular view is to interpret leviathan as the whale. He is a creature that makes the sea boil ( Job 41:31). However, a whale does not have rows of scales ( Job 41:15), but rather skin, being a mammal. Nor does a whale have a distinct neck, as leviathan ( Job 41:22). In my opinion, this passage probably describes a dinosaur of the sea, as does the previous passage about "behemoth" describe a land dinosaur. This view is supported by another passage in Psalm 104:26 that describes leviathan as a creature that plays in the sea. This cannot be a crocodile, which primarily inhabits rivers; nor can it be a whale because it is reptilian. 

Psalm 104:26, "There go the ships: there is that leviathan, whom thou hast made to play therein."

Job 41:1 Canst thou draw out leviathan with an hook? or his tongue with a cord which thou lettest down?
Job 41:1 — Word Study on "leviathan" - Strong says the Hebrew word "leviathan" "liv-yaw-thawn"" ( לִוְיָתָן) (H 3882) literally refers to "a wreathed animal, i.e. a serpent (especially the crocodile or some other large sea- monster)." Strong says it figuratively refers to "the constellation of the dragon; also as a symbol of Babylon." Ancient translations are of little help. For example, Wycliffe reads "leuyathan." 65]

65] Josiah Forshall and Frederic Madden, editors, The Books of Job ,, Psalm ,, Proverbs ,, Ecclesiastes , and the Song of Solomon According to the Wycliffite Version made by Nicholas de Hereford About A.D 1381and Revised by John Purvey About A.D 1388 (Oxford: The Clarendon Press, c 1850, 1881), 55.
Job 41:10 None is so fierce that dare stir him up: who then is able to stand before me?
Job 41:10 — Comments- Job 41:10 reveals the purpose of God's speeches to Job , which is to reveal through creation His own omnipotence and Job's frailty and need of redemption.

Job 41:25 When he raiseth up himself, the mighty are afraid: by reason of breakings they purify themselves.
Job 41:25 — — Comments- A crocodile does not raise himself up upon his hindquarters.

Job 41:31 He maketh the deep to boil like a pot: he maketh the sea like a pot of ointment.
Job 41:31 — Comments- The crocodile is not considered a "sea" creature, but rather, an inhabitant of rivers, with some species occasioning the sea coasts.

Job 41:33 Upon earth there is not his like, who is made without fear.
Job 41:33 — — Comments- Leviathan is larger than any land animal that God created.

42 Chapter 42 

Verses 1-17 

Job 42:1-6 — Job's Second Reply to God- God has demanded a second reply from Job in Job 40:7. Job 42:1-6 records this second reply to God, in which Job responds to the Lord's discourse of Job 40:7 to Job 41:34.

Job 40:7, "Gird up thy loins now like a man: I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me."

Job 42:2 I know that thou canst do every thing, and that no thought can be withholden from thee. 
Job 42:2 — Comments- In Job 42:2 Job acknowledges two divine attributes of God. He understands that God is omnipotent, or all-powerful, in his statement, "I know that thou canst do everything"; and, he understands that God is omniscient, or all-knowing, in his words "no thought can be withholden from thee."

Job 42:3 Who is he that hideth counsel without knowledge? therefore have I uttered that I understood not; things too wonderful for me, which I knew not. 
Job 42:3 — "Who is he that hideth counsel without know" - Comments- Job quotes the Lord's demands of him from Job 38:1, "Who is this that darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge?"

Job 42:3 — "therefore have I uttered that I understood not; things too wonderful for me, which I knew not" - Comments- After God revealed His omniscience in the previous chapters, Job feels that his former speeches were without any knowledge in comparison.

Job 42:4 Hear, I beseech thee, and I will speak: I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me.
Job 42:4 — "I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me" - Comments- In this second reply Job repeats God's demand for his reply by saying, "I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me," ( Job 42:4).

Job 42:3-4 — Comments- Job Quotes the Lord's Opening Statement to His Speech- The NIV reads, "You asked, ‘Who is this that obscures my counsel without knowledge?' Surely I spoke of things I did not understand, things too wonderful for me to know. You said, ‘Listen now, and I will speak; I will question you, and you shall answer me.'" ( Job 42:3-4) Thus, Job is understood to be paraphrasing a statement from the Lord's speech in Job 38:1-3.

Job 38:1-3, "Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind, and said, Who is this that darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge? Gird up now thy loins like a man; for I will demand of thee, and answer thou me."

Job 42:5 I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee.
Job 42:5 — Comments- Job transcends the problem of evil and suffering by looking beyond his present circumstance and experiencing God's presence.

Job 42:6 Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes. 
Job 42:6 — Comments- As believers, we have studied and learned about God from the Scriptures. However, if we ever come into His presence, as Job did here, we, too, would fall down and cry as Isaiah and say, "Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts." ( Isaiah 6:5)

Isaiah 6:5, "Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts."

Job truly had a supernatural experience with God, and expressed the overwhelming awe and brokenness of any human that beholds the glory of God. 

Job 42:6 — "wherefore I abhor myself" - Comments- Job said, "I despise myself." He saw himself like Isaiah did in Isaiah 6:5, which is man in relation to God's holiness and majesty.

Isaiah 6:5, "Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts."

Job 42:7-17 — The Epilogue - Job 42:7-17 forms the epilogue to the book of Job. This passage of Scripture contains the Lord's rebuke towards Job's three friends ( Job 42:7-9) and Job's restoration to health and prosperity ( Job 42:10-17).

Job 42:7 And it was Song of Solomon , that after the LORD had spoken these words unto Job , the LORD said to Eliphaz the Temanite, My wrath is kindled against thee, and against thy two friends: for ye have not spoken of me the thing that is right, as my servant Job hath.
Job 42:7 — "for ye have not spoken of me the thing that is right" - Comments- Job had already realized that his three friends were telling lies. Here, the Lord confirms Job"s statement in Job 13:4.

Job 13:4, "But ye are forgers of lies, ye are all physicians of no value."

Job 42:8 Therefore take unto you now seven bullocks and seven rams, and go to my servant Job , and offer up for yourselves a burnt offering; and my servant Job shall pray for you: for him will I accept: lest I deal with you after your folly, in that ye have not spoken of me the thing which is right, like my servant Job. 
Job 42:8 — "for him will I accept" - Comments- The LITV reads, "Surely I will lift up his face." The YLT reads, "for surely his face I accept." Zöckler renders the literal translation of this phrase as "his person will I lift up, will I regard favorably." 66] We find a similar statement in Psalm 34:5, "They looked unto him, and were lightened: and their faces were not ashamed."

66] Otto Zckler, The Book of Job , trans. by L. J. Evans, in Lange's Commentary on the Holy Scriptures, ed. Philip Schaff (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1872), 630.

Job 42:9 So Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite went, and did according as the LORD commanded them: the LORD also accepted Job. 
Job 42:10 And the LORD turned the captivity of Job , when he prayed for his friends: also the LORD gave Job twice as much as he had before.
Job 42:10 — "And the LORD turned the captivity of Job" - Comments- This phrase especially refers to Job"s health ( 3 John 1:2).

3 John 1:2, "Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth."

Job 42:10 — "when he prayed for his friends" - Comments- Job's revelation of God in Job 38-41helped him to focus on heavenly things and to look beyond his suffering. With this mindset, he stopped praying for the deliverance of himself and was able to prayer for the deliverance of his friends, thus receiving deliverance for himself.

Job 42:10 — "also the LORD gave Job twice as much as he had before" - Comments- This two-fold blessing refers to Job"s prosperity ( 3 John 1:2). After prospering Job , God then called him to demonstrate to his generation the fact that his prosperity was a result of divine blessings, rather than from Job's own abilities and righteousness. Thus, it was necessary for God to remove Job's prosperity entirely, and restore it two-fold as a sign to his generation that Job's prosperity came from God because of his right standing before God. Job's friends accused Job of causing his own calamities, and they could have as easily accused him of causing his own prosperity. After God restores Job two-fold, no one could doubt that Job's prosperity came from the Lord.

3 John 1:2, "Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth."

Job 42:10 — Comments- Health and prosperity are God"s rewards.

Job 42:11 Then came there unto him all his brethren, and all his sisters, and all they that had been of his acquaintance before, and did eat bread with him in his house: and they bemoaned him, and comforted him over all the evil that the LORD had brought upon him: every man also gave him a piece of money, and every one an earring of gold. 
Job 42:12 So the LORD blessed the latter end of Job more than his beginning: for he had fourteen thousand sheep, and six thousand camels, and a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand she asses. 
Job 42:13 He had also seven sons and three daughters.
Job 42:13 — Comments- Since the numbers seven and three represent divine intervention in the affairs of mankind throughout the Scriptures, we see in this verse God"s divine hand in restoring to Job his children.

Job 42:14 And he called the name of the first, Jemima; and the name of the second, Kezia; and the name of the third, Kerenhappuch.
Job 42:14 — Word Study on "Jemima" - Strong says the Hebrew name "Jemima" ( יְמִימָה) (H 3224) means, "warm, affectionate, dove."

Job 42:14 — Word Study on "Keziah" - Gesenius says the Hebrew name "Keziah" ( קְצִיעָה) (H 7103) means, "cassia…a bark similar to cinnamon, but less aromatic, so called from its being peeled off." 

Psalm 45:8, "All thy garments smell of myrrh, and aloes, and cassia, out of the ivory palaces, whereby they have made thee glad."

Job 42:14 — Word Study on "Kerenhappuch" - Gesenius says the Hebrew name "Kerenhappuch" ( קֶרֶן הַפּוּךְ) (H 7163) means, "horn of paint." Strong says it means, "horn of cosmetic." PTW says it means, "horn of antimony." It comes from ( קֶרֶן) (H 7161), meaning, "horn," and ( פּוּךְ) (H 6320), meaning, "to paint, dye." The ISBE says, "Antimony, producing a brilliant black, was used among the Orientals for coloring the edges of the eyelids, making the eyes large and lustrous. Hence, the suggestiveness of this name of an article of the ladies' toilet, a little horn or receptacle for the eye-paint. 67] See:

67] "Keren-happuch," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

2 Kings 9:30, "And when Jehu was come to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it; and she painted her face, and tired her head, and looked out at a window."

Job 42:17 So Job died, being old and full of days.
Job 42:17 — Comments- The statement that Job died in his old age being full of days is a familiar Old Testament phrase that is used to say a man fulfilled his purpose in life and died after living a healthy and long life.

Genesis 25:8,"Then Abraham gave up the ghost, and died in a good old age, an old Prayer of Manasseh , and full of years; and was gathered to his people."

Genesis 35:29, "And Isaac gave up the ghost, and died, and was gathered unto his people, being old and full of days: and his sons Esau and Jacob buried him."

1 Chronicles 23:1, "So when David was old and full of days, he made Solomon his son king over Israel."

1 Chronicles 29:28, "And he died in a good old age, full of days, riches, and honour: and Solomon his son reigned in his stead."

2 Chronicles 24:15, "But Jehoiada waxed old, and was full of days when he died; an hundred and thirty years old was he when he died."

